
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Complicated 

Process of Adding a 

Marriage Record to 

Family Tree 

Have you tried to add a marriage to Sources in 
Family Tree by attaching the source? It takes a lot 
of maneuvering to pick up the other spouse and 
his/her parents, but it is possible to attach all 
families to a source, so let's take a look at it. 

 
The person whose record I am working on is 

mother of the bride Ellen Rininger, so I am ready to 

attach the record to her. Note, for justification, I 

usually copy and paste the title in the upper right 

hand corner (Pennsylvania County Marriages...). If I 

were working on the bride, her daughter Florence 

Claycomb, then I would probably have to click on 

the "Open" button by the parents from the family 

tree. But since I am working on the mother of the 

bride's record, it will show the word "Attach" for 

each person. I have attached to Ellen, the mother. 

 
Once an attachment is made, the whole line turns 

green. I will now go through the process of 

attaching her father and then Florence. I will not 

have to type in the reason because once I provide 

a reason, it will appear in all records. I could edit 

the source to Florence, the bride, instead of her 

father if I wanted. When I go to attach the bride 

Florence, I need to move a new fact over to the 

right side (Family Tree record) before attaching. 
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At this point, I have Florence's groom and his 

parents at the bottom and this is the key. In the 

black band at the very end, there is the word 

change with an icon. I will show the area and then 

magnify it.  

 

 

 
Oops! Since I prepared this 3 days ago, the black 

band changed to teal, and the little man icon 

disappeared. When I click on that icon of a man 

(now the word CHANGE), it will move Florence's 

groom under her name and allow me to click on 

him to make room for his parents:  

    

I will now click on Florence Claycomb, the bride,  

and when I do, her groom Earl Rufus Mishner will 

appear under her record with the word attach, so I 

will attach his record. It seems there is now a new 

feature that moves the groom's name under the 

bride's. That will save having to do the previous 

step if the groom automatically appears with 

the bride. 

 
He needs to be attached. 

 

But there is no way to attach the source to his 

parents yet. 

 

So I go back to the Change icon of a man, which is 

now at the end of the bride's record in the black 

band, I can choose Earl's record: 

 

Remember that this band is 

now teal with no "little Man" 

icon. Just click the word 

CHANGE to get the groom's 

parents to go to the top. 
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I will now click on Earl's record... 

 
The Mishlers are now at the top. Because they are 

already in Family Tree, I will use the "Attach" button 

and go through the process for each parent. 

 
Now both sets of parents are attached to their 

children's marriage record. If the Mishlers are not 

already in Family Tree, the buttons would say Add 

instead of Attach. When you add, be sure that you 

check the Living or Deceased, or you will not be 

able to add them into Family Tree with this 

attachment process. 

I personally think this is a very complicated 

process. It took me a couple of tries to master all 

the steps to have the computer add in the records 

and attach the sources. If you can't get the second 

set of parents attached, you can hopefully find them 

in FT and attach them separately from 

"RESEARCH HELP."  

SOME INFORMATION ABOUT 

MERGING RECORDS: 

Do you feel insecure about merging duplicate 

records on Family Tree? I am always afraid that I will 

lose someone's temple work or that I won't select the 

best information. 

First of all, the filter does not always catch duplicate 

files, so if I spot the same name in FT with different 

PID's (identifying numbers), I write down the name 

and both numbers. I can't tell you how many times I 

have seen a duplicate, but when I go into Possible 

duplicates, the message indicates that there are no 

duplicates. Then I can Merge by ID and combine the 

records. 

1. Rule #1 When I review the merge, I keep in mind 

that the left side is the permanent record. Everything 

left on the right hand side will be deleted. 

 

2. Review each item on the Merge Persons page 

and select Replace, Add (not shown), Reject, 

or Undo (not shown).  

o Replace--Replaces the information on 

the left with information seen on the 

right. 

o Add--Adds missing information on the 

left with information seen on the right. 
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o Reject--Leaves the data on the left 

unchanged and makes the box on the 

right pink. The records are not changed. 

The Reject option helps you remember 

which information you have reviewed. 

o Undo--Restores the data on the left as 

though you had not made changes. 

[This is a command for future versions 

of FT.] 

o Note: If the ID number for people on the 

right for the same spouse, children, or 

parents are not the same as the ID 

numbers on the left, the individuals are 

likely also duplicates. Therefore, these 

individuals need to be added to the left 

side so they can later be merged. DO 

NOT LEAVE THEM ON THE RIGHT  

TO BE DELETED BECAUSE THE 

DIFFERENT NUMBERS NDICATE 

ADDITIONAL FILES FOR THE 

PERSON ON THE LEFT. This makes 

the duplicate records easier to locate. 

Once you leave the merged person, go 

back to the spouses or children or 

parents and merge their duplicate 

records you collected when you moved 

the person from the left to the right. I 

always check these duplicate records 

and use the one with the most 

information and temple work as my root 

person and then look for duplicates. 

3. Note: A message can appear stating the merge 

can be done only if you switch the records. The 

record on the right side has restrictions preventing it 

from being deleted after the merge. Click Switch 

Positions (at the top of the Merge page), to switch 

the records. Continue the merge process. 

Note: Move all correct relationships to the record to be. 

To summarize: 

A. If the spouse on the left has a different ID number 

from the spouse on the right. 

B. If the child on the left has a different ID number 

than the child on the right. 

C. Then, move the relationships to the left because 

they have different ID numbers. 

D. The duplicate spouse and children also should be 

merged one at a time. 

E. Moving family members to the left side while 

merging will make it easier to find or merge the other 

possible duplicates because they are linked to the 

person you are merging. 

The information on the right is deleted. Be certain that 

the more complete and accurate information appears on 

the left. 

  

Important: If the name, birth, or other information is the 

same on both records, click the information to display 

more details, or click Open Details to expand all fields at 

once. Read the reason statements. Keep the version 

with the preferred reason statement. 

  

Notes:  

  Sources for both individuals will automatically be linked 

to the remaining person. 

¶ Memories are not displayed on the screen 

comparing the two records to be 

merged. However, all audio, documents, photos, 

and stories are merged automatically to the 

remaining person on the left. See Using 

FamilySearch Memories (53955). Notes are also 

merged.  

¶ Although Discussions do not show on the Merge 

Persons page, they will automatically merge to 

the remaining person on the left.  

¶ Merges can fail for a variety of reasons. See 

Cannot merge duplicate records in Family Tree 

(53451) to see some of the reasons. 

¶ After merging, if you cannot see a spouse or a 

child in the pedigree view, press Ctrl+F5 at the 

same time to refresh the screen. 

¶ If you merged two people who should not have 

been merged, you can unmerge or restore the 

deleted record of the person. See Undoing a 

https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Using-FamilySearch-Memories
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Using-FamilySearch-Memories
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Cannot-Merge-Duplicate-Records-in-Family-Tree-1381813293466
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Cannot-Merge-Duplicate-Records-in-Family-Tree-1381813293466
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Undoing-a-Merge
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merge (72004) and Restoring a record that was 

deleted after a merge (71934). 

Additional Information for Members 

Note:                                                                            

Two membership records cannot be merged. 

See Cannot merge duplicate records in Family Tree 

(53451) for further help. 

¶ Before reserving temple work, merge all 

duplicates. Otherwise, you can duplicate 

ordinance work. See Using the Find feature to 

find possible duplicates in Family Tree 

(91910) for additional information on finding 

duplicates. 

¶ To ensure that the sealing ordinances merge 

properly, move all relationships to the record to 

be retained if they do not already exist with the 

same ID numbers for the people. Duplicate 

records for people in those relationships 

should be merged. 

¶ In the case of duplication of ordinance work, the 

earliest valid ordinance dates are the ones 

displayed.  

¶ When a record with completed ordinances is 

merged with a record with reserved ordinances, 

the valid ordinance dates will be displayed. 

¶ When a record with completed ordinances is 

merged with a record that has ordinances 

reserved and shared with the temple, the 

completed ordinance dates will replace the 

status of reserved, and any completed 

ordinances will be removed from the queue. 

¶ When a patron has reserved ordinances and a 

record is merged with a record containing 

any completed ordinances, the record on the 

temple ordinance list will have the 

message: This person's information has 

changed, and temple ordinances may no longer 

be available. You must unreserve this request 

and try again later. 

BREAKING DOWN BRICK 

WALLS 

http://www.genealogyintime.com/GenealogyR

esources/Articles/more -great -genealogy -brick -

wall -solutions -part1 -page6.html  

New Features in the Family 

Members Section Make Correcting 

Relationships Easier 

Have you clicked an edit icon lately in the Family 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΚ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŎƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tŜǊǎƻƴ 

ǇŀƎŜ ƛƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ ¢ǊŜŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ά²ƻǿΦ 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦέ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ 

attached to the edit icons that makes it easier to see 

and correct family relationships and add sources. For 

example, if the wrong mother is listed for a large family, 

you can now change the wife and mother in a single 

operation! 

 

  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ? In a nutshell, when you click an edit icon, 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǿ ǎŜŜ ŀ Ŧƭȅ-ƻǳǘ όƛǘΩǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƻǇ-up). The fly-

out gives you more information and makes it easier for 

you to modify relationships and add sourcesτwithout 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀƎŜΗ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘill see the other family 

members, which will make it easier to see how your 

changes impact the family. 

 

https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Restoring-a-Record-That-Was-Deleted-after-a-Merge
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Restoring-a-Record-That-Was-Deleted-after-a-Merge
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Cannot-Merge-Duplicate-Records-in-Family-Tree-1381813293466
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Cannot-Merge-Duplicate-Records-in-Family-Tree-1381813293466
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Using-the-FIND-feature-to-find-possible-duplicates-in-Family-Tree
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Using-the-FIND-feature-to-find-possible-duplicates-in-Family-Tree
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Using-the-FIND-feature-to-find-possible-duplicates-in-Family-Tree
http://www.genealogyintime.com/GenealogyResources/Articles/more-great-genealogy-brick-wall-solutions-part1-page6.html
http://www.genealogyintime.com/GenealogyResources/Articles/more-great-genealogy-brick-wall-solutions-part1-page6.html
http://www.genealogyintime.com/GenealogyResources/Articles/more-great-genealogy-brick-wall-solutions-part1-page6.html
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/files/2015/09/New-Features-1.jpg
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/files/2015/09/New-Features-2.jpg
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  What You Can Do? When you click an edit icon, here 

are some of the changes you can make using the fly-

out: 

¶ Add or modify marriage information for the 
parents. 

¶ Change the parents for a child. (Hint: To change 
a parent for all the children listed, use the edit 
relationship icon for the husband and wife.) 

¶ Change an incorrect spouse. 
¶ Add or change the relationship type (such as 

biological, step, or adopted). 
¶ Add sources that show that the relationship is 

correct.                                                                                
When you click a Wrong Person or Wrong 
Parents ƭƛƴƪΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ 
or replace the incorrect person. ########## 

 

  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ όƭƛƪŜ ƛtŀŘǎύΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜ 

the link to open the relationship fly-outs. And all 

members of the family will be displayed with their 

default portrait! 

The new editing fly-out is being released to a few 

patrons at ŀ ǘƛƳŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ 

ƛǘ ȅŜǘΣ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ǎƻƻƴΦ 

{ƻ ǘǊȅ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΗ 

 

 

SYLVIA'S GENEALOGY 

CORNER  

A lot of users get confused about our partner sites 

and our premium sites, so I thought I would devote 

my genealogy corner to an explanation of both. The 

partner sites are free to Latter-day Saints only, but 

the premium sites are available in the Family 

History Centers for free usage for the public as well 

as members of the Church. 

1. WHAT ARE THE PARTNER 

SITES? 

The partners are 4 sites available just for church 

members as free subscriptions in their homes 

because of reciprocal lending of FamilySearch 

websites shared with these groups. They include 

Ancestry, Find My Past, My Heritage, and 

American Ancestors. 

The premium sites, which are also paid 

subscriptions at home, are available for free usage 

in the Family History Centers for everyone (The 

partners are also listed again in the premium sites 

so that members can also use the 4 partners. 

PARTNER SITES  

Why Partners? 

To best serve you, FamilySearch has partnered 

with commercial family history websites to provide 

access to 3.5 times the records ï free of charge to 

Latter-day Saints (thatôs a $900 annual value). Itôs 

never been easier to find your family. 

QUESTION:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Today a church member asked me how to register 

for the ñPartner Sitesò via FamilySearch.  I went to 

the homepage, assuming I would see the link that 

went to the page where you could register for 

Ancestry.com, etc., with your LDS  ID, but I canôt 

find it anywhere!  Where did it go?    

 

http://ancestry.com/
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/files/2015/09/New-Features-3.jpg
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ANSWER: 

These are the 4  PARTNER sites that are offered to 

members of the church free: 

   
Join for free 

  

Join for free  

 

Join for free 

 
Join for free 

FOR LDS MEMBERS ~ HOW TO GET THE FREE 
PARTNERS ON YOUR HOME COMPUTER: 

 A.  Click on "Join for free" above. 

 B.  Use this PARTNER access URL: 

 https://familysearch.org/partneraccess .  

 C.  Use the step-by-step route ~ 
familysearch.org>Get Help>Help 
Center>Partners>Our Partners>Open. 

 D.  When you sign in to Family Tree, just 

click on Get Help and then Help Center; the link will be 

at the bottom of the drop down menu. 

2. WHAT ARE THE PREMIUM SITES 
AVAILABLE IN THE FAMILY HISTORY 
CENTERS FOR EVERYONE TO USE 

QUESTION: What websites are available through 
the Family History Center Services Portal?  

ANSWER: Premium Family History Website 
Descriptions 
Note: The premium subscription websites must be 

accessed using a family history center computer 
through the Family History Center Services Portal. 
If accessed through the links below on your own 
computer, the websites require an individual 
subscription. 

¶ The 19th Century British Library Newspapers 

digital archiveïhttp://find.galegroup.com/bncn/ 
This fully searchable database of the British 
Library's newspaper holdings provides a 
complete run of 48 national and regional 
Victorian British newspapers for the 19th century 
from 1800 to 1900. These support the study of 
colonial history, genealogical research, politics, 
urban studies, and media courses. 
  

¶ Access Newspaper Archivesï

http://www.newspaperarchive.com 
"NewspaperArchive.com is the world's largest 
online newspaper archive. Featuring billions of 
articles from historical newspapers around the 
U.S. and the world, NewspaperARCHIVE makes 
exploring history and genealogy easy and fun. 
Discover fascinating news in archived 
newspapers hundreds of years oldðincluding 
obituaries, birth announcements, sports articles, 
comics, and moreðto fill in the life stories you 
are interested in. And share those stories with 
others through our community at Our 
NewspaperARCHIVE. All of our historical 
newspapers are full-page and fully searchable. 
Try exploring above, and discover your history 
today!" 
 

¶ Alexander Street Press, American Civil Warï
http://alexanderstreet.com/ 

 
o Research Data: Contains indexed, 

searchable information on over 4 million 
soldiers and thousands of battles, 
together with 15,000 
photographs. http://asp6new.alexanders
treet.com/cwdb/ 

o Letters and Diaries: Contains 
approximately 100,000 indexed pages 
of diaries, letters, and memoirs, 
including 4,000 pages of previously 
unpublished manuscripts, such as the 
letters of Amos Wood and his wife and 
the diary of Maryland planter William 
Clayton. http://solomon.cwld.alexanderst
reet.com/ 

o Images, Photographs, Posters, and 
Ephemera: Provides a vivid history of 
the American Civil War with over 1,400 

https://familysearch.org/partner/ancestry
https://familysearch.org/partner/findmypast
https://familysearch.org/partner/myheritage
https://familysearch.org/partner/americanancestors
https://familysearch.org/partneraccess
https://fhc.familysearch.org/
http://find.galegroup.com/bncn/
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://alexanderstreet.com/
http://asp6new.alexanderstreet.com/cwdb/
http://asp6new.alexanderstreet.com/cwdb/
http://solomon.cwld.alexanderstreet.com/
http://solomon.cwld.alexanderstreet.com/
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images. http://cpho.alexanderstreet.com
/ 

o Social and Cultural History: Personal 
accounts of well-known historical 
figures. 

o Women and Social Movements in the 
United States: Organized around the 
history of women in social movements in 
the United States between 1600 and 
2000 A.D. 

¶ Ancestry.comïhttp://www.ancestry.com/ 

Ancestry gives you access to thousands of collections of 
records from around the world, including immigration, 
census, voter, vital, and military records; newspapers 
and periodicals; family trees; photos and images; 
directories, maps, court, land, wills and financial records, 
stories, memories, and histories; and detailed records 
about births, marriages, deaths, land ownership, and 
much more. It is the largest for-profit genealogy 
company in the world. 

¶ ArkivDigital Online 

ArkivDigital is the largest private provider of Swedish 
Church Records and other historical records online! All 
images are newly photographed color images of the 
original documents. Click the link from the Premium 
Family History Websites page to install the current client 
version of ArkivDigital Online.  

 

¶  Create your Who Do You Think You Are? 
Story, for 

free at http://www.whodoyouthinkyouarestory.co
m/ 

Tell your family story, and bring your past to life. Create 
your own unique Who Do You Think You Are? 
experience. Discover what shaped the lives of your 
family, and watch your story unfold.                                          
 

¶ findmypastïhttp://www.findmypast.co.uk/  
findmypast makes it easy to research your UK ancestry 
and create your family tree. Search census records and 
trace births, marriages, and deaths to bring your family 
history to life. Please note that not all of the content from 
findmypast is available in family history centers. 1911 
British Census (accessed through the findmypast 
website)ïThe 1911 UK Census is a record of everyone 
who lived in England and Wales in 1911. It provides a 
unique snapshot of the lives of those who lived at that 
time. 
  

¶ Fold3 (formerly Footnote.com)ï

http://www.fold3.com/ 
Search or browse millions of historical 
documents and photos. Fold3 has refocused 
their efforts on gathering the best online 
collection of military records and stories. The 
Fold3 name reflects military history and honor, 
since traditionally, the third fold in a flag-folding 
ceremony honors and remembers veterans for 

their sacrifice in defending their country and 
promoting peace in the world. 

Troubleshooting: Cannot access Fold3.com through the 
Family History Center Portal (54428). 
  

¶ The Genealogistï

http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk  AVAILABLE 
ONLY IN CENTERS IN THE U.K.  English 
parish records, directories, census, civil 
registration, surname mapping, and selected 
army and navy lists. 

This site is now available only in the United 
Kingdom. It is NOT available anywhere else. 

¶ Historic Map Works Library Editionï

http://www.proquest.historicmapworks.com/ 
Historic Map WorksÊ Library Edition is one of the most 
extensive digital map collections available, with over 
470,000 high-resolution, full color historic and antique 
maps. The core of the collection consists of cadastral 
(property and land ownership) maps illustrating the 
geographic and development history of the United States 
and also includes illustrations, city directories, and more. 
This unique content allows genealogists, historians, and 
academic researchers to track the "residential 
genealogy" of families and locations. 

¶ Kinpoint Premiumðhttps://kinpoint.com 

Kinpoint is designed to make it easier for you to do your 
family history by letting you see what to work on at a 
glance; quickly find missing information in your family 
tree; and discover insights into the lives of your 
ancestors. 
 

¶ Legacy Stories-- 

https://www.legacystories.org/about/familysearc
h-tutorials Put the leaves on your family tree by 
giving voice to your ancestors. 
LegacyStories.Org is a social network for all 
things heritage. Provides a secure platform to 
upload stories and photos and add recorded 
narration. The resulting pictures, stories, and 
narration can be linked as source records on 
FamilySearch Family Tree. The site offers a full 
suite of exciting features, including: 

¶ Record oral photo narratives directly from 
your computer microphone 

¶ Multi-media story publisher 

¶ Social network for feedback and 
collaboration 

¶ Public archives to view and share stories 

¶ Five levels of privacy 

¶ The Legacy Shop for heritage replayed 
books, DVDs equipment, software, etc. 

¶ MyHeritageðLibrary Editionð

http://myheritagelibraryedition.com/research 
Used by millions of people worldwide to help research 
family history, build a family tree, and add photos, 
historical records, and more. 

¶ Paper Trailðhttp://www.genealogytoday.com/ 

http://cpho.alexanderstreet.com/
http://cpho.alexanderstreet.com/
http://cpho.alexanderstreet.com/
http://cpho.alexanderstreet.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.whodoyouthinkyouarestory.com/
http://www.whodoyouthinkyouarestory.com/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.fold3.com/
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Cannot-access-Fold3-com-through-the-Family-History-Center-Portal-1381814974336
https://familysearch.org/ask/articles/en_US/Answer/Cannot-access-Fold3-com-through-the-Family-History-Center-Portal-1381814974336
http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/
http://www.proquest.historicmapworks.com/
https://kinpoint.com/
https://www.legacystories.org/about/familysearch-tutorials
https://www.legacystories.org/about/familysearch-tutorials
http://myheritagelibraryedition.com/research
http://www.genealogytoday.com/



