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FAMILY TREE IS NOW OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

Family Tree officially opened to the public on March 5,
2013. Up to that point, people could get on by using an
invitation address. It has been 10 years in the making.

The Ancestry Insider posted a general outline of what
has taken place:

2005

In September 2005 I sat in the opening session of the
Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference in Salt
Lake City, Ut ah. | donodt
but I remember the demonstration he and Craig Miller made of
Common Pedigree, a product
FamilySearch. o It
different computers, simultaneously edited a common pedigree
file, each building on the work of the other in real time....

2007

May 2007, the rollout began to members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It was to be released to the
public once it had been released to Church members in all
areas across the world. The rollout proceeded slow but steady
until the end of 2008. It was then that a fatal flaw was
discovered in the product. One hallmark of the product had

become its undoi ng: no one
contributions....

2009

While the rollout resumed in mid-April 2009, plans were
already under way for a new system to replace New
FamilySearch. In July of that year Ron Tanner, New
FamilySearch product manager, disclosed that work was
underway on a new system code named SCOE (Source Centric,
Open Edit). This project would become Family Tree. Rollout of
New FamilySearch to Church members completed near the end
of 2009.

2010

In early 2010 Tanner said, iWe have a goal
general public in by the end of the vyear.. 0o
2011

The end of the year came and went, but shortly thereafter, in

remembe

that
wha snd Millee conr i fyi

February 2011, FamilySearch began beta testing public
access to New FamilySearch.... (no one can ever delete

anyone el sebs contributions.)

2012
At RootsTech in 2012 Tanner showed Family Tree and said
that they were taking NFS data and moving it over to Family
Tree and opening it up to everyone, including the general
public by the end of the year. The end of the year came and
vgent.
2013
Vés‘éePaSy,

what el se Jay Verkler said,

(f*’l\/eﬂ('achr .bpelsog#écfhé) Hoticed &t alf?an% ould get
to Famlly Tree. There was no formal announcement from
this
allows an organization to float a new product without being

Famil ySearch. |l 6ve seen bef
flooded with so many users that the system collapses. And so

it has come. Eight years after the general public got its first

taste, FamilySearch has delivered
t he

a cacduR cant eTynmer ,

its common pedigree.
i s

pr

AiOur goal in Family Tree

manki nd, fifand
gener at i on s[NotepThis atide has been abridged.
Y0L(|1| may read theeentlre artlcle at "The Ancestry Insider:
http: //ancestrvm5|der bloqspo%/ com/2013 03 01 archlve html

"A Short History of FamilySearch Family Tree," Wednesday,

cou

May 6, 2013.] All content is copyrighted by the Ancestry Insider unless

designated otherwise. For content copyrighted by the Ancestry Insider, permission is
granted for non -commercial republication as long as you give credit and you link back
to the original.

Anyone, member or nonmember, can now log into Family Tree
simply by going to familysearch.org, and clicking the 'Family
Tree' tab at the top. You will then be taken to the login screen
and will need to register if you have no account.

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865574957/Geneal
ogical-research-gets-more-family-friendly-with-Family-
of getti Mrge-onlmeresource.html

https://familysearch.org/blog/en/family-tree-live-
familysearchorg-users/
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ROOTSMAGIC NOW CERTIFIED TO
SHARE DATA WITH FAMILY TREE

On 20 March 2013 RootsMagic became the first affiliate
synching program certified to share data with Family
Tree. Download RootsMagic at
http://www.rootsmagic.com/tree/

If you have RM6, you will not get a notice that there is a
newer version. The only people who will need to use the
above download are those who want to synchronize with
Family Tree. If you use the download address above,
you will get 6.1, which is a Beta version. If you simply
purchase and download RM6, you will get the 6.0
version. You would have to then use the address above
to get 6.1.

Here are some handy addresses:

Tutorials: http://www.rootsmagic.com/tree/Videos/

FAQs: http://www.rootsmagic.com/tree/FAQ/

RootsMagic Forums: http://forums.rootsmagic.com/
<http://forums.rootsmagic.com/>

Finding Your Pennsylvania
CWII War Ancestots

Saturd, Bprd 20,2003

f mwmm
9:00am-9:: and Check-in
9:30am-10:! .VOun. War Ancestor using National and

ﬂhlndlmdlﬂn
10:

Contact Josh at joshtahiman@pa.gov or 717 -
772- 3257

NEW FAMILY SEARCH LOGO
UNVEILED AT ROOTSTECH BY JEFF
BRIMHALL

Stay tuned for a new logo for Family Search:

T FamilySearch

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR USING
DIGITAL NEWSLETTERS FROM MARK

| 6ve been wusing several w
so to access digital versions of old newspapers. So, I
thought I would pass along the website address for you
to check them out. Some of these are paid sites and will
have a $$ in front of the address.

Penn State University Library i Pennsylvania Civil War
Newspapers:
http://digitalnewspapers.libraries.psu.edu/Default/Skins/
civilwar/Client.asp?skin=civilwar&AppName=2&AW=136
4319179814

Pennsylvania Volunteers of the Civil War-Newspapers:
http://www.pacivilwar.com/newspapers/

This site is a subset of t
Vol unteers of
civil war ancestors check this site out
http://www.pacivilwar.com/. They have a digitized
version of fAHistory of the
1861-18650 by Samuel Bates!

$$ Newpaperarchives.com 7 I have a subscription to this
site and I like it a lot.
http://newspaperarchive.com/

$$ Newspapers.com
http://www.newspapers.com/

$$ Ancestry.com 1 I have a subscription to this site and
I like it a lot.
www.ancestry.com

Happy hunting!
Mark Gagermeier, VP and Newsletter Editor of the
Susquehanna Trail Genealogy Club Newsletter
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CELEBRATING EASTER HOLIDAY

It occurred to me this year that there's a part of Easter
we Latter-day Saints don't focus on as much--the
Savior's visit to the Spirit world, between his death and
resurrection, when he organized faithful missionaries to
teach the gospel to those beyond the veil--including
vicarious temple work!

From among the righteous, [the Savior] organized his
forces and appointed messengers, clothed with power
and authority, and commissioned them to go forth and
carry the light of the gospel to them that were in
darkness, even to all the spirits of men; and thus was
the gospel preached to the dead....

These were taught faith in God, repentance from sin,
vicarious baptism for the remission of sins, the gift of
the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, and all other
principles of the gospel that were necessary for them to
know....

And so it was made known among the dead, both small
and great, the unrighteous as well as the faithful, that
redemption had been wrought through the sacrifice of
the Son of God wupon the cross. (DOCTRINE
&COVENANTS 138 30, 331 35.)

Kathryn

SOME SITUATIONS IN FAMILY TREE

Well, I just had the shock of my life. Using Family Tree,
I found my line has ended long before my tree ends,
and those names that have been in there for 50 year are
no longer there.

When I see family lines cut off short, it usually indicates
that an incorrect copy of a spouse or parent(s) is
showing instead of the copy that is linked to the
ancestors. Often the problem is easily corrected by
merging duplicates or un-linking a child from the
incorrect parents. Other times it requires intervention by
FamilySearch, which may take a few weeks.

Family Tree gives us tools we didn't have before for
correcting relationships. I am really thankful for that.

I hope that we are soon given the opportunity to select
which spouse or parents we always want to see in our
pedigree. It will make life much more pleasant for those
of us who are descended from a second (or subsequent)
marriage.

Bill Buchanan
website: http://billbuchanan.byethost17.com
blog: http://billbuchanan.blogspot.com

CAN |1 ADD A GEDCOM TO FAMILY
TREE?

Yes, you can add a GEDCOM, but not directly. Go the
the Genealogies link on the FamilySearch home page
and then scroll down to the bottom of the page. Click on
submit tree. You then browse to your GEDCOM and you
download it. Once it is downloaded, you will see you file;
click on Compare to the right side of the file. The site
will compare your file to what is already in Family Tree.
If the names on your file are already in Family Tree,
they will not be entered in Family Tree, If names are not
found in Family Tree, they will be entered. This is
supposed to prevent addition of names already in the
program, which was a problem in nFS. A word of
caution: it takes some time to accomplish this compare
function. We had a patron submit a GEDCOM with
13,000 names and it took 2 days. Hope this gives you
the information you needed.

Len

More on Family Tree -

The good news is that in FT it is easy to delete a wrong
relationship, especially if it is a parent-child relationship.
(On the parent's View Person page, move the mouse
pointer over the child and click Edit Relationship.)

The bad news is that the change will not be copied to
nFS. But so long as you stick with FT, you will see the
correct relationships.

Most of the 3rd party affiliate software still sync with
nFS, but that will change over the next few months, and
nFS will disappear. [Note: RootsMagic is the first affiliate
to sync with Family Tree.]

Bill

HOW TO TOGGLE BETWEEN FAMILYSEARCH & FT

One easy way to switch between FamilySearch.org
and Family Tree is this:

From FamilySearch.org hold done the Ctrl key, then
select Family Tree; this will open another tab. You
will then be able to toggle back and forth between
the two.

Finn

CHECK HERE FOR FAMILY HISTORY CONSULTANT
TRAINING AND TEACHING MATERIALS:
https://www.lds.org/callings/temple-and-family-
history?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/callings/temple-and-family-
history/course-materials?lang=eng
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QUESTION:

Many years ago there was a simple program which you used
on a PAF database which told you whether everyone in the file
was linked to your tree or not, also calculated the number of
trees in a file, etc. Does anyone know of a program that does
this?
Steve

PAF Insight or Family Insight will do that. In Family insight,
click on Edit Rins and Pedigrees.

HAT IS THE FATE OF "NEW FAMILY SEARCH"?

Some have said that new FamilySearch will remain online
but will become a read-only program, esp. for use by the
department that controls the data in the programs.

We were told that new registrations are no longer accepted for
nFs.

I know that the new Helper function in FT uses a "Helper PIN
number" instead of the "Helper Access number" used in nFS.
(These two numbers can be the same, but are handled
independently of each other. Changing the HAN does not
change the PIN and vice versa.)

FT is becoming less dependent on nFS, although the two are
currently connected in useful ways, e.g. you can still only
delete a record from FT by using nFS (and following its rules).
You can most conveniently add an unrelated individual to FT
via nFS; GetMyAncestors and most other affiliate products still
use nFS. As features are added to FT, there will be less and
less need for nFS. The hope is that once the link is severed,
the limitations of nFS will be left behind, e.g. no merging of
colossal records.

I like the idea of having nFS as a read-only database for a
while. Even when all of the nFS notes and sources are brought
into FT, there is nFS's legacy of wrongly-combined records to
sort out.

There are always surprises to keep things interesting! Our
engineers need our prayers. Bill

[Note: This response was written in early March, and some of
the features may have changed since then. The engineers are
vigorously working to make FT an excellent program.]

More Family Tree Q

On 2/12/2013 Ron Tanner wrote an e-mail response to me
about the issue of uncombining names, which I had been
discussing in a Get Satisfaction thread.

At that time Ron said, "There is no hidden data in the PID
number in Family Tree [that has been brought over from the
nFS database]. Because some of the data is not brought over

into Family Tree (to prevent the problems you have described),
the user may need to re-create this data within Family Tree.
We are planning to allow new.familysearch.org to be visible for
an extended time so users can harvest the data from NFS or
from Genealogies."

At the same time of this conversation Ron sent a copy of a
White paper titled "This Doesn't Look like My Ancestor" which
can now be found at:

http://broadcast.|ds.org/eLearning/fhd/Community/en/FamilyS
earch/FamilyTree/pdf/familyTreeNotMyAncestorWhitepaper.pdf
The White Paper does a good job of explaining why Ron is
anxious to get us all to work exclusively in Family Tree.

Hope this explanation and Ron's words will calm down some of
the rumors and fears that the new.FamilySearch database is
"going away." That database will continue to be available as a
read-only resource for an extended period of time. Terry

HAT IS THE BEST FEATURE OF FAMILY TREE?

The 128th section of the Doctrine & Covenants indicates we
are preparing "a record of our dead, which shall be worthy of
all acceptation." On Junel6, 1995 the First Presidency wrote a
letter to all members of the Church stating, "...members
should be diligent in assuring the accuracy of all information
submitted."It is not enough that members register in the
FamilySearch - Family Tree program. Nor is it enough to
encourage members to limit their efforts to combining and
cleaning up the duplicate entries in the Family Tree database.
Efforts need to focus on VALIDATING the data in the Family
Tree database. Besides the very effective way that the Family
Tree program clears names for temple work, COLLABORATION
of researched information will be one of the strongest features
of Family Tree. Terry

HAT IS THE HELPER FEATURE ON FAMILY TREE?

The Helper Pin Number is the number that is assigned to each
person who was an account and can sign in on
familysearch.org. It is used to sign in as a helper in Family
Tree to assist another person with their tree. It is just like
signing in as a helper in nFS. You can find a person's
information (Contact Name and Helper Number) by hovering
the pointer over the name of whoever is signed in on
familysearch.org. You will see a drop down box.
Click on Settings. The Settings box will open and in the Contact
section you will see the Contact Name and Helper Number.
One difference between signing in as a helper in nFS and
Family Tree, you do not need to use the person's birth date.
So, if a Consultant wants to act as a helper, the person who is
being helped will need to sign in and find his Contact Name
and Helper number.

To sign in as a helper, the Consultant will sign in and then go
to Family Tree. Once in the tree, you click on the small life
saver icon to the right of History and under Help in the upper
right hand corner of the page. The Helper page opens, and the
Consultant would type in the patron's Contact Name and
Helper Number - the patron being the person the Consultant is
assisting. The Consultant would NOT enter his own name and
number.

Len
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Another complaint about Family Tree is that it is simple to edit
the information. But there are good safeguards.
(1) If you place a "Watch" on a person, you will be notified
when someone changes information. If you don't agree with
the change, you can restore it. But write the person who did
the change and collaborate with them and call attention to
your information in the discussion tab, sources and notes.
(2) The system provides a record of who did the deletion or
merging of information. That allows for collaboration. If they
don't respond, then use the file a case with the support
missionaries who will get the help of Data Administrators to
arbitrate for you.

(3) When people create an account, they do agree to approach
the task with integrity. If they don't follow the rules, their
account will be removed.

Terry

SOME FAVORITE SITES

My favorite way to source ALL documents is using
"recordseek.com." It makes sourcing easy and interfaces with
Family Tree. Even for documents I find on FamilySearch (if I
want to make the source generic to fit every family member
and change the title line), I then use my bookmark tab "tree
connect" created by recordseek.com. This program even
creates the citation for you. Painless easy sourcing!

For any personal documents that I scan, a source can also be
created using this same program, but for those I do have to
write the citation. This wonderful little program drops your
scanned or linked source right into your own source box on
Family Tree. The "Tree Connect" tab from recordseek.com has
been added to the bookmarks bar on every computer in our
Family History Center. Two important tasks - "Merging
Duplicates" and "Sourcing" - will be added to our "classes to
teach" list this month. They both take time but are critical in
keeping Family Tree clean and orderly. Deanne

There is a new site, www.filegrove.com, that I have been
using to organize my documents and pictures. It works great
and is very easy to use. I know they are working on a Family
Search integration, so you can easily send documents from
your File Grove account to Family Search. Between now and
when the integration is compete, you could still use a
combination  between filegrove.com and RecordSeek.
Lori

KEEPING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY CENTER RELEVANT

Here is a video on how to keep your family history center up-
to-date:
https://familysearch.org/learningcenter/lesson/fhc-open-
house-keeping-your-center-relevant-in-a-changing-

world/678

De-clutter a Family History Center:

https://familysearch.org/learningcenter/lesson/fhc-open-
house-decluttering-your-family-history-center/677

https://www.lds.org/callings/temple-and-family-history/family-
history-center-director?lang=eng
"Why We Have Family History Centers
The primary purpose of a family history center is to help
members fulfill their divinely appointed responsibility to qualify
their ancestors for temple ordinances. However, centers can
also assist priesthood leaders in the work of salvation by
providing experiences that help individuals feel the Spirit.
These experiences can strengthen new converts, reactivate
members, and interest investigators. Community patrons are
also welcome to use the resources available at centers. Family
history centers provide members and community patrons
access to:

- Family history resources.

- Classes and workshops.

- One-on-one assistance. Bill B.

NEW ENHANCEMENTS TO FAMILY SEARCH

Copy and Paste address into your browser if it won't open.

http://broadcast.lds.org/elearning/fhd/Local Support/DTM/032
52013/landingpage_en.html

This is an excellent video to use to motivate members
to use Familysearch.org. Please watch. It is in beta and
will be installed soon.

WIKI/INDEXING CALLING FOR
MODERATORS/ARBITRATORS

Wiki: https://familysearch.org/blog/en/call-moderators/

Indexing needs arbitrators: https://familysearch.org/blog/en/3-
easy-steps-arbitrator/

Anne Mitchell from Ancestry presented a lecture on
Searching Successfully to Reveal Your Ancestor 6 s S
on Ancestry.com (PDEF slides) at the RootsTech
Conference. Go to site at the following address or click
on PDF slides: http://ancestry-reference-
desk.com/links/slides-from-presentations/

OH, WHERE, OH, WHERE, HAS FORUMS GONE?

It used to be that when you went to "Learn" on
Familysearch.org, if you clicked on "Forums," you got a
message board for family history problems. If you had a
problem, you could post it, and generally someone had an
answer. From what I understand, the Forums is a discussion
forum on many topics now, and you are encouraged to go to

the social network Facebook. If you just put "FamilySearch" in )

the search box on FB, you will come up with departments.
There you can post a question. Nathan Miles, who works at FS,
alerted me to the fact that FS has switched over to social
media for general FH discussions and closed down the Forums.
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MERGING PROBLEMS IN FAMILY TREE

The biggest problem in my own lines is the IOUS (Individuals
Of Unusual Size) problem that plagued newFamilySearch.
Family Tree was supposed to fix it but hasn't yet. The IOUS's
(records with abundant duplications) will remain a problem
until the tie between nFS and Family Tree is severed. Right
now, here is the way the merge process works. When you
look for and find possible duplicates and then attempt to
perform the merge function, Family Tree looks at nFS and if
the names could not be combined in nFS, Family Tree will not
merge the two names. The engineers are still working on how
Family Tree will merge these large records. Until they develop
the solution, you need to keep track or a record of those who
fall into this category. There are some other problems with
merging. We came across a number of individuals who have
two Church membership records, which you cannot merge.
Here is a clue on identifying an individual who is tied to a
Church membership record: if the PID starts with KW or K2, it
is usually a membership record. You can verify this by looking
at the combined records for a person; the first record of the
combined records will list the contributor as: Membership
Record. Just some food for thought. Len

DATA PROBLEMS IN FAMILY TREE
A number of people have voiced a complaint that data is
changed back in Family Tree. First, please carefully read the
following white paper:
http://broadcast.lds.org/elearning/fhd/Community/en/FamilyS
earch/FamilyTree/pdf/familyTreeNotMyAncestorWhitepaper.pdf

Whenever you change the identity of someone in Family Tree,
when that information is not the same as the summary view in
new.FamilySearch, it will revert back to nFS data.

If someone places a watch on someone in Family Tree after
the summary view has been "set" in new.FamilySearch, THE
ONLY option is to recreate your missing person in Family Tree.
That means it is necessary to create a new person with a new
person identifier in Family Tree and then link generations
together. The issue is bringing the combined records data over
from new.FamilySearch. We just cannot remove incorrect
information in Family Tree and make a person over into your
relative. Is this a hard concept to understand?? Certainly. But
it is the department plan designed to stop the combining of
records within the new.FamilySearch database which has
created a big garbage dump. That is the reason we have open
edit and source centered data.

Until the Family Tree data is no longer tied with the
new.FamilySearch data, we will be unable to fix the IOUS
records.

Terry

HOW CAN | CORRECT MISTAKES IN PHOTOS IN FT?
I have also been busy in Family Tree, unlinking relationships,

merging duplicates (unmerging them sometimes), going back
into the history and restoring changes, adding sources to

with the photos. I identified the wrong person in a photo, and
even though I have deleted the photo from the album, that
wrong photo continues to show up as the thumbnail portrait
for the person. I have another photo where the circle decided
to relocate itself to an empty area on the photo, and now that
spot is tagged as the person. I have moved it and edited it
several times, but it keeps reverting back to the empty area.
Does anyone know how to correct that?

Miles

Most of these issues appear in Family Tree; when a person or
a 3rd part program makes a change in new Family Search, it
causes the data in Family Tree to revert back to its original
form, losing all the corrections that have been made. This is a
known issue and the main reason combining and separating
have been disabled and also why 3rd party programs have
been asked to disable editing of the new Family Search
database. Last week we got the first 3rd party certified to use
Family Tree; as the others come on board, this problem will go
away.

As soon as people stop making changes in new Family Search,
the problems will go away. We just need to give others time to
move to Family Tree; and then you will see that this will no
longer be a problem. If you listen this weekend, you will hear
lots of announcements about Family Tree and see even more
Features announced.

ELBING, GERMANY, PHOTOS

DEADFREDdotCOM@yahoogroups.com, "mark_f_rabideau"
<genealogy@...> wrote:

I have just completed publication of a recently acquired Elbing
Family Photo Library. This collection includes 46 images of the
'old' Elbing and its environs. You may view this photo library
at:
http://www.many-roads.com/2013/04/01/remembrances-of-
elbing/

I have also revised the ManyRoads "Elbing Damals" Photo
Gallery to include this new collection of Elbing's photographic
past. The entire collection may be viewed at:

http://www.many-roads.com/photo-galleries/elbing-damals/

FAMILY GROUP RECORDS ARCHIVES

Old Family Group Sheets can be found on FamilySearch.org!
Many of us remember when the Family Group Record Archives
were accessible in large heavy black binders when they were
housed at the JSMB. These family group sheets (11"x14") were
originally submitted by members for temple ordinances 1942-
1969 (the only way you could submit names during that time
period.) Even if there was only one needed ordinance for the
family, the full family group was to be submitted. They are
filed in alphabetical order by surname and given name. They
can be printed.

These family group sheets can be a very valuable source in
going back in time when there was no computer to mess

things up. Remember, however, that the information is patron
submitted. The stamped dates for temple ordinances are \%
original dates by the temple on that particular date. Full Story 20
Source: Eldon and Dorothy Walker, SLC Area Family History [aW
Advisers Newsletter, March 2013

support my changes, attaching a variety of source records
from all over the web, and adding photos and
stories. These are all working wonderfully, in my opinion. I
even did some live during the 5th Sunday combined meeting.
Everything seems to work so smoothly. My only problem is

a


http://broadcast.lds.org/eLearning/fhd/Community/en/FamilySearch/FamilyTree/pdf/familyTreeNotMyAncestorWhitepaper.pdf
http://broadcast.lds.org/eLearning/fhd/Community/en/FamilySearch/FamilyTree/pdf/familyTreeNotMyAncestorWhitepaper.pdf
mailto:DEADFREDdotCOM%40yahoogroups.com
mailto:genealogy@...
http://www.many-roads.com/2013/04/01/remembrances-of-elbing/
http://www.many-roads.com/2013/04/01/remembrances-of-elbing/
http://www.many-roads.com/photo-galleries/elbing-damals/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h0GenGylgSfD8c6bFnuJzzsdVXt-scdqc7BymtJ2k0hu8340O4Zpd8gKd7xS1zAXQ72V3dRbxiuMnAITgUyblD0PFY_LSfvPh4QRKayMnp6h0PozdsD9rDmN1GAOxFkn2DlHZtb0-H5L5NNrDdu2mpxbXDgR7Umq
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h0GenGylgSfEAld9Lo9bRX54-BTw-nvn5uqLXYkiqYTftbyhf1YHGzwUoHQ5tqi0oE57UpCibvPLObUV4AJyl_kooZLqE3sSk3TPGCeedjfjGq6SavP3qcrUCMFnvqoImShO5jlzF4gdYnViUswZnATXPRH8QwG1OuAgJxvl-ylNqMIm18sGow==

TOUCHING UP PHOTOS
Artistry By Mike Aston

Previously we have featured some photos retouched by
the artist's hand - that would be the hand of Mike Aston
of Columbia, PA. I have a photo from about 1853 of two
of my Hunt ancestors. The photo apparently got stuck to
the backside of another page during humid weather and
pulled a lot of white from the face of one of my great
aunts Rachel "Jennie" Hunt. Her sister Letitia's body
was not damaged as much, but this is what the photo
looked like.

g
Damaged photo

You can see all the damage to Rachel's face and dress. I
wanted to use the photo in Family Tree but hated it that
there was so much damage. So I sent it to Mike Aston
and asked if he could do anything with it, and this is
what he sent back - a true miracle of modern
technology:

Restored photo

All damage has been repaired, and the photo looks
pristine. Below I will show you a shot of the faces in the
two photos, side-by-side. Thanks, Mike, you made this
genealogist very happy.

New photo on right. Isn't that neat?

Jack has been receiving lots of photos from Bill Billotte
and his Frenchville connection on his mother's side. He
received one photo with a big crack in it and sent it off
to Mike Aston. Look at the wonderful job that Mike did
on restoring the photo for Jack. We personally think this
restorer could go into business for himself.

Restored photo
Mike thinks it's no big thing, but we really
appreciate his talent in this area.
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Scan a Document Directly to Evernote

Although many newer printers offer this capability, I found an
easy way to set it up in Evernote to work with any scanner.

On your hard drive, select (or create a new) folder for storing
the scans.

In Evernote, select Tools > Import Folders > Add

Browse and select the folder you've chosen on your hard drive
for storing the scans.

Select a notebook for storing then in Evernote.

Click OK, OK.

Whenever you scan a document, when it comes time to save
it, save it to the folder you've identified on your computer. A
note will automatically be created in Evernote, including the
scan and stored in the notebook you previously identified.

Submitted by: Von Taylor, LFSL Staff member.
Editor's note: I've tried it and it works seamlessly, even with
my OLD, no bells & whistles printer.

Photos and Stories on FamilySearch

Need help adding photos and stories to FamilySearch? A
free webinar is now available to help you get started.

Patriarchal Blessings for LDS

Whata blessing technology is for Patriarchal
Blessings! You can request and receive a digitized copy
of your patriarchal blessing in one day! (Patriarchal
blessings of an ancestor may take a little longer.) Go
tolds.org, sign in, and then click on Patriarchal
Blessings from the menu. Enter your LDS Account user
name and password.

Rules to remember: "You may request a copy of your
own patriarchal blessing or a deceased, direct-line
ancestor. Please limit your request to four blessings per
month. Due to the high volume of requests, priority is
given to living individuals."

Source: SLC Area Family History Advisers Newsletter,
March 2013, Eldon & Dorothy Walker

Question:
Is there still a way to do those fun fan charts?
Answer:

Yes, Go to treeseek.com and log in with your LDS account.
You can choose who to start with and how to display the
information, in a 4, 9 or 10 generation pedigree chart, cloud
chart and 4 or 9 generation fan chart. Also, use createfan.com.

Missouri Death Certificates
Missouri death certificates are available online at
the Missouri State Archives from 1910 through 1962.

Draper Manuscript Collection Online

"Draper's papers include a treasure trove of information on the
frontier settlers of the Carolinas, Virginia, Kentucky, Georgia,
Alabama, Tennessee, and Pennsylvania." They include
thousands of handwritten letters of correspondence comprising
nearly 500 volumes of information not available anywhere else
about the pioneer settlers of the trans-Allegheny West"

Source: Nathan W. Murphy, FamilySearch Blog,

How Do | Find a Name that is Ready for
Ordinances Now?

Watch the 4 minute video at familysearch.org > (Sign In) >
Help (upper right) > "See all Family Tree training materials
(manuals, videos, etc)" -- Scroll to How-To-Videos -- Click
"How Do I Find a Name that is Ready for Ordinances Now?"
About halfway through this video, you learn that, in addition to
doing ordinance work for your direct-line ancestors, you can
also do ordinances for your aunts, uncles, and cousins of your
direct-line ancestors as well as descendants of your direct-line
ancestors.

The process described in this Video is a very effective way to
get the youth interested in family history. It also works for
adults. Anyone who has a maturefan chart(a high
percentage of names filled in on the chart) can find the
blessings of taking a cousin's name to the temple very
rewarding.

NOTE: Those church members who have a young fan chart
(not many names showing on the chart) should concentrate
first on extending the lines of their direct-line ancestors and
doing their temple work.

Submitted by: Derwin Merrill, Public Relations Director,
Logan FamilySearch Library

Genealogy: Begin with a Question

Questions and answers are the foundation for exchanging
genealogical information. We have many ways to learn, but by
simply asking questions, we set the stage for learning and also
for sharing what we know. What a researcher learns about
family history depends on the questions they ask. Read this
article to learn more about what kinds of questions to ask.

Source: "Genealogy: Begin with a Question", by Barry
Ewell, Mormon Times, for the Deseret News, February 28,
2013

Question:

Is it really necessary to scan the paper photos and documents
we have in our genealogy files?

Answer:

Scanning your photos and documents helps you protect the
images and store them in multiple locations to avoid natural
disasters. It is easy to keep them organized and available

when needed so you can share them with family members.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001wlg-yFGTHtH98VVV9aN1Qzi0oDlCuZ4YwKe-JvDV6hiGZUXLjtWF6-tAABLqq2jUGxujgi4Wqhi0gZ00kG4CTjNSVM3CLGMGOzzqSdSTu0O3CUfQlNFcWluwitB_1OfsJg2_CwGmjJI_t7ME1rGy4bs8SNMVipzD_pLZE9s24Ies5q2elAaqNXn9JOLaOF3b94h_p8OWRc9LcbS1Sw98hVIb9_6Ks5EWqQb6_zQhIS4PA2p5F5tXug==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001wlg-yFGTHtG0SlxUaFyCh4o47QmfgKbm3SzhOxbCpBCTe58lt_be0esTP7JOEuQGgLBWalK8KXI9nYnGXafSCsfrifgNfDTgnjo98V3r8tg=
createfan.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001wlg-yFGTHtH3b40Tk5Am1RbX_lewABWEjJVJW8GILvW5R5jTKoEbA86v1H11FNYh-RN246xujhboyOgbyaCYlLekZxn3CZjzCdOjXwO80sh43ux2LKrmfCcCbZslYZ0TZOxq7DlgpkM5di4qh7DRnAHwoaiZUQEVquCLSBNrgq0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001wlg-yFGTHtFKIwHFNjPVkWLNDu3W-asO1ivdhd-Rtb_hZvhFrTYpOYpEXa2MHmA_OIFxFGxDSskKt82yOqsNgKmSD-bB_kd1lVA9ki90c8CXnp80IGCPou4GZgbukldrCqvN74Wh7yJIlkg7iG0Eb7bRCdcvW95vFKNAO_Vl3AiS-kW-RUHC-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h0GenGylgScJoyhCiWrGkVV1cAl2UeFYfxy_rvUW_umsU7vYpMaJvDXBDzm9qRFUB_nB9qIT2ffbcXqrbapfh5QV3jwn9BCorZ8pWeKBQgm8rRlXJEpTqA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h0GenGylgSeBVxcR25zy6w6tOFMn63MoLzaPTD4UQdq-z-ZBzlgj99IZEXBD2U-CqsB_N88EOgh8bb649UEaC-ODFykV5nKwiB40VYO-uWiVqnjensoX59twjNDm5cUaSOGGnKgEh-I84zXKZeCuMqjgqi7EO3WV6xuBRvuAnM-LBgu0PlLo8BIpJJymcSZHHAgrxIkKWYQ_g2J_S7JzrXATnDDNoQ2D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h0GenGylgSeBVxcR25zy6w6tOFMn63MoLzaPTD4UQdq-z-ZBzlgj99IZEXBD2U-CqsB_N88EOgh8bb649UEaC-ODFykV5nKwiB40VYO-uWiVqnjensoX59twjNDm5cUaSOGGnKgEh-I84zXKZeCuMqjgqi7EO3WV6xuBRvuAnM-LBgu0PlLo8BIpJJymcSZHHAgrxIkKWYQ_g2J_S7JzrXATnDDNoQ2D

Fultonhistory.com in New York State

This site presently has more than 21,790,000 old New York
State historical newspaper pages. It now is also adding
newspapers from other states. This site has grown into one of
the largest historic newspaper databases in the world, with 22
million newspaper pages. Everything on the site is available
free of charge, and new content is being added at a rate of
about a quarter-million pages per month. You can access the
site at http://fultonhistory.com/.

Upgrades in Technology Make Genealogy Easier

Continuing improvements and constant upgrades in technology
are making genealogy and family history work easier for
genealogists and family historians. But it's all for nothing if
people don't use it or stay educated on the latest
developments and trends, according to multimedia genealogist
Lisa Louise Cooke.

"People are ready to grab their Smartphone or tablet, not be
tied to a desktop computer. They want to be able to get out
and have their own '"Who Do You Think You Are?' experience,"
Cooke said. "I wanted people to understand that your tablet
does more than play Angry Birds and check email. You can
take it and hit the road and be just as strong genealogically as
you are with a desktop computer. ... But if you don't keep up
on it, you're going to start working too hard when everyone
else has moved on to something easier."

Cooke, along with Ed Donakey, a specialist with
FamilySearch.org, recently discussed the latest trends in
genealogy technology, tools and resources. They also offered
some tips on how to keep up with the constant changes.

Read the rest of the article.

Source: "Upgrades in Technology Make Genealogy Easier",
by Trent Toone, Deseret News,

Published: Friday, Feb. 8 2013

Preserving Family Papers and Photos
From the Preservation Division at the National Archives

The National Archives held its Preservation EXPO in
Washington DC so people could learn more about how to
preserve a whole range of media that document family history
as well as our national history.

Many of you were unable to be in Washington DC on March
14th to visit the National Archives Building for the Preservation
EXPO, so here are tips to help your papers and photos last as
long as possible:

How do | preserve my family papers and photos?

Proper storage and safe handling practices are key to
preserving paper and photographs. Your personal documents
last longer when stored in a stable environment similar to what
you find comfortable yourself: 60-70 degrees F; 40-50%
relative humidity (RH); with clean air and good circulation.

High heat and moisture accelerate the chemical processes that
make paper brittle and discolored, and that deteriorate photos.
Damp environments may cause mold growth or encourage
pests that use the documents for food or nesting material. So
the central part of your home provides a safer storage
environment than a hot attic, a damp basement, or a garage.

Light also damages paper and photographs, especially light
with abundant ultraviolet such as fluorescent fixtures and
daylight. Light exposure has cumulative and irreversible
effects; they promote chemical degradation and fade inks and
dyes. Permanent display of valuable documents is not
recommended. Photocopies, digital images or photos of
documents can be substituted for display.

Store personal papers in appropriate sized enclosures, a folder,
box, portfolio, etc., that provide physical protection as well as
protection from light and dust.

Use an enclosure made of stable permanent quality materials
that wi || not contribute to
Mary Lynn Ri Rreservatiorh of | Aechival sRecdrds:
Holdings Maintenance at the National Archiveso f or
on storage and handling.

Read the rest of this document at
http://blog.usa.gov/post/45274791041/preserving-family-
papers-and-photos

Thanks to Mark Gagermeier for providing this document. It
came from a bAfrangthe Presereation Digsiom at
the National Archives. 0

President Joseph Fielding Smith taught:

"It doesn't matter whether your computer is able to
compile all the family group sheets for everyone
that ever lived on the earth, it remains the
responsibility of each individual to know his
kindred dead...Even if the work is done, then it is
still each person's responsibility to study and
become acquainted with his ancestors."1

1James B. Allen, Jessie L. Embry, and Kahlile B. Mehr, Hearts
Turned to the Fathers: A History of the Genealogical Society of Utah,
1894-1994 (Provo, Utah: BYU Studies, February 1995), p. 184.

"The gospel is now preached to the spirits in prison, and then
the time comes for the servants of God to officiate for them,
the name s of those who have received the gospel in the spirit
will be revealed by the angels of God and the spirits of just
men made perfect; also the places of their birth, the age in
which they lived, and everything regarding them that is
necessary to be recorded on earth, and they will then be saved
so as to find admittance into the presence of God, with their
relatives who have officiated for them." --President Brigham
Young J.D. 9:317, July 13, 1862
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h0GenGylgSe15iMgdQmaPScS46xQ158Qzvul0X5j9CKsh9DGoeuzZIjKUF45bFY6CD14jVhXYhr6qFyuP9u2AmpUSxnoV5Lfv9QFvinArZSDyYUOszcr3g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h0GenGylgSfAWpyDQaBSu5gndxrAxHn2ynpUhVhBx27qcSdnbpg_6UYAwfdeDAnAlq299_sOHt3F-m-TFqMNZE0gdc4yXwXwCNjcXeqOLkjju3lCEn9fd56X1z9hpSQ7mTXjW_ch5ndlfvB4JBHeT19e7FwW4fxRAcWIRlkBC0qiI6TTzXUyuLyxFcj3ONOMIaIKJzhNB2Q=
http://www.archives.gov/preservation
http://www.archives.gov/preservation
http://blog.usa.gov/post/45274791041/preserving-family-papers-and-photos
http://blog.usa.gov/post/45274791041/preserving-family-papers-and-photos

SOME THINGS | LEARNED AT FH EXPO
2013 ST. GEORGE, 223 Feb 2013
by Donald R. Snow

This is posted on my class notes webpage
http://uvtagg.org/classes/dons/dons-classes.html
with active Internet links.

1. The website for the St. George FH Expo 2013 with list of
presentations is

https://www.familyhistoryexpos.com/viewevent/index/60

All registrants had access before the conference to download pdf's of
all the presentations, and at the conference they got a CD with the
entire syllabus. You could also buy a hardcopy of the syllabus for an
additional $25. The syllabus has 400 pages and was the same syllabus
as for the Mesa, Arizona FH Expo in January. This was the 10th
Anniversary of FH Expos, so many of the presentations had "10" in the
title, e.g."Top 10 Techniques for...". The format was different from
earlier Expos with the program going from 1 - 8 PM on Friday and from
10 - 5 PM on Saturday, which seemed short, but took advantage of
evening times for classes with no dinner planned. There were more
than 80 presentation with 10 going on concurrently, and there were
about 40 vendor booths which people could visit without being
registered for the conference.

2. The keynote address was given by James L. Tanner, retired
attorney from Mesa, Arizona, at 1 PM on Friday. His address was titled
something like 10 tips for finding ancestors, including what to search,
ways to do it, and how to keep track of what you have looked at. He is
the blogger of the very popular Genealogy's Star blog at
http://genealogysstar.blogspot.com/ Reports in the St. George
newspapers estimated that 1000 people attended the keynote address,
which they could attend without registering for the Expo.

3. Barbara Renick gave several classes, including one on database
idiosyncrasies. She pointed out that there are 3 versions of Ancestry,
and there are different ways you can search in each, so it pays to read
the search tips for the version you are working with. She showed the
results of different types of searches for the same individual. She
mentioned that only Ancestry subscription version has a "Shoebox"
that you can put stuff in and come back to easily. She said that in the
Card Catalog search template, it is better to use the keyword field than
the title field since, if you are searching for death records, the word
"death" may not be in the title of the record because it might be titled
something like "Information on Deceased...." So putting "death" in the
title field won't pick up those kinds of records. She discussed
"fielded" databases vs "open text" databases and pointed out that you
need different search techniques for each type. Fielded databases
have fields for the name, dates, parents, birth date, etc., whereas
open text databases are just text, and you have to read the context to
know whether a name is the child or the parent, etc. She is giving a
full lecture on fielded vs. open text databases at the National
Genealogical Society Annual Meeting in Las Vegas in May --
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/conference info . She gave lots of
other examples from other websites, including FamilySearch. She
pointed out that in WorldVitalRecords, you can now browse by
surname, and to find variations of the surname, you can narrow the
list down by using more and more letters, e.g. R, then re, then ren,
then reni, etc., and she showed several variations of her name in the
records that you wouldn't think of without doing this. She also pointed
out that if you are using Ancestry at a FHC, you many need to log out
and back in since the previous person may have left settings that you
don't want, e.g. they may have set it to do exact name searches and
you wonder why you don't get other hits.

4. From somewhere I learned that http://billiongraves.com/ which is
somewhat like http://www.findagrave.com/ , but with fewer records.
so far, also contains the GPS coordinates of the grave. Those are only
in FindAGrave if someone entered them. Both websites are major
sources of death and cemetery information, and BillionGraves is
included in Historical Records in https://familysearch.org/

5. My daughter, Jennifer Snow Jackson of West Valley City, helped me
with a presentation about Evernote, PhraseExpress, and ResophNotes.
My wife, Diane, was scheduled to teach with me, but passed away 4
months ago. The programs Jenny and I discussed were freeware note
programs that help in FH. As an example, in Evernote I formed a
notebook of the FH Expo class note pdf's using my desktop computer
at home. Then when my Evernote file was synchronized online, the
notes were available on my tablet at the conference without an
Internet connection. And Evernote OCR'd (Optical Character
Recognition) all the notes so they were every-word searchable on my
tablet. The class notes for our presentation are posted on
http://uvtagg.org/classes/dons/dons-classes.html

6. The other class that my daughter Jennifer taught with me was
about letter collections, and we used our Erastus Snow Family Letters
as an example. The class notes and all our transcriptions of the
Erastus  Snow  family letters are posted online at
http://uvtagg.org/classes/dons/dons-classes.html . We showed a short
PowerPoint of some things we learned about Erastus Snow and his
families from the letters and then told how we had the family help
work on transcribing all 225 of these letters and how we are doing the
final editing. Since most people have letters saved somewhere, we
hope this gave people ideas of what to do to transcribe them, form a
database, and analyze them all. One lady told me afterwards that she
was going to use some of these ideas for her presentation at the
Mormon History Association meeting in Layton, Utah, in June since her
talk there would be on a collection of letters --
http://www.mormonhistoryassociation.org/conferences

7. My daughter, Linda Snow Westover from Orem, gave two
presentations, one on beginning British research and one on "bulk
genealogy." Her British research class showed how to search
http://freebmd.org.uk/ and the British censuses to put families
together. She showed how to set up a spreadsheet with all the births
and deaths of a given surname from Free BMD and analyze the
information to pin down which death went with which birth to get the
family information. She showed that for the surname she had studied,
she was able to determine almost all the deaths for the given births,
so it helped put the families together that she was looking for, and
there were only a few for which she needed to send for the costly
certificates.

8. Linda Westover's class on "bulk genealogy" showed her idea of
selecting a large database to search and then making a "shopping list"
of names from your genealogy program that should be in the large
database. You use "Focus/Filter," or whatever it's called in your
program, to make the shopping list. You then go through your list to
find all the names that might be in the selected record. She mentioned
databases like the World War I Draft Records. I heard several people
comment, "Oh, I could do that and find sources like that for my
people." I thought it was a helpful idea and simple to do, and I don't
think I've ever heard anyone suggest it before.

9. Tom Kemp gave a class on newspapers and said we need to
approach searching newspapers just like searching a census: assume
the people are there and just keep looking until you find them. He said
not to limit searches to just newspapers near where the event
occurred since it may have been mentioned in a newspaper far away.
He pointed out that there is a complete list of US newspapers, their
locations, and the dates they were published, on the Library of
Congress website. Tom is Director of Genealogy Products NewsBank,
which claims to have the largest collection of small town and big city
US newspapers online. They are all searchable with a new search
engine. It shows lists of newspapers in each state, and the search
template now allows key words to be included and excluded. It also
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http://www.mormonhistoryassociation.org/conferences
http://freebmd.org.uk/

allows wildcards and Boolean searches. This is a commercial website,
and I don't think it's on the premium website portal at FHC's, but
another newspaper archive is.

10. Tom Kemp also gave a class on websites and said we ought to be
posting copies of our genealogy finds online so that after we die, our
records will still be available. He said that more than likely when we
die, the paper documents in our file cabinets will be trashed, and all
that research lost unless we have summarized it, digitized it, and
posted it online somewhere. He said the "big 4" websites to post our
stuff on are FamilySearch, Ancestry, Facebook, and Pinterest, and that
if we are posting our stuff elsewhere, it might be lost. I'm not sure I
agree with that since the Wayback Machine on Internet Archive
http://archive.org/index.php takes "snapshots" of the entire Internet
every few days, so you can go there and find websites that are no
longer on the Internet. But I don't know whether that allows searches
of the entire Internet at earlier times. Tom said Pinterest has individual
and surname pages where people are posting information. His ideas
have made me think about all the 11 file cabinets full of hard copy FH
records that I have and that I need to start scanning them, at least.
He pointed out that social media may give you contact with ancestors
and relatives far away and that we should keep our trees current on
FamilySearch and Ancestry so people can find them. He said we can
also post reports of our research on http://www.scribd.com/ where
you can set up a free account. You can post your results there, without
final publishing, so you can update it anytime you want.

11. I learned of many free Family History classes and webinars at
several sites including https://familysearch.org/,
http://www.familytreewebinars.com/, and
http://www.heritagecollector.com/webinars.htm

12. That's a summary of a few things I learned and I hope it gives
you a couple of new FH ideas too. The 400-page syllabus has lots
more information, and I think you can still order the CD, if you want. It
was a good conference, and it hardly seems possible that it's been 10
years since their first one in St. George. I remember attending that
first one, and many of the others since, when we weren't away on
missions.

Dr. Donald R. Snow, Retired Professor of Mathematics
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah - snowd@math.byu.edu
Posted with permission from Dr. Snow with sincere appreciation.

THIS AND THAT—~

Our Partners: https://familysearch.org/blog/en/partner-
news-meet-partners-rootstech-2/

Family History and DNA:

DNA Ancestry Tests Are 'Meaningless' for Your Historical
Genealogy Search
http://www.medicaldaily.com/articles/14210/20130307/dna-
ancestry-tests-meaningless-genealogy-search.htm

Introduction to Family History Student
Manual:http://www.lds.org/bc/content/ldsorg/seminary-
institute/PDFs/09559 eng.pdf?lang=eng

Photos:
https://getsatisfaction.com/familysearch/topics/photo and sto

ry not saved

To view the Family History Library class schedule
online, go to

https://familysearch.org/locations/library class schedule
. Click on the week to change the schedule.

National Genealogical Society 2013 Family
History Conference
NGS 2013 Family History Conference

Building New Bridges
8111 May 2013
Las Vegas Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas,
Nevada

DICK EASTMAN REPORTS
http://blog.eogn.com/

The following articles are from Eastman's Online
Genealogy Newsletter and are copyrighted by Richard
W. Eastman. They are re-published here with the
permission of the author. Information about the
newsletter is available at http://www.eogn.com.

30 Jan 2013 - News from the SSDI Front-Ther eds
the Social Security Death Index front 8 some bad, some worse, and
some that just might possibly end up being at least neutral if not
actually good. Judy Russell provides the latest updates in an article in
The Legal Genealogist at
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2013/01/30/news-from-the-
ssdi-front/. ####

5 Feb 2013 - FamilySearch Additions - FS added 211,909
additional images for the United States Mexican War Index and Service
Records collection, whi ch
American servicemen. Other notable additions include 514,562
browsable images in the Netherlands, Groningen Province, Church
Records collection from 1595-1864, and 21,529 browsable images for
the new United States Confederacy Navy and Marine Service Records
collection from 1861-1865. See the table below for the full list of
updates. Search these diverse collections and more than 3.5 billion
other records for free at FamilySearch.org. #### 7 Feb 2013 -
FamilySearch added 8.5 million new, free indexed records and images
this week to its collection. Included are 2,897,940 additional index
records and images for the new New York State Census of 1855
collection, the 1,070,807 index records and images from the Texas
Birth Certificates collection from 1903-1935, and the 554,541 images
from the lItaly, Catania, Diocesi di Caltagirone, Catholic Church
Records collection from 1502-1942. See the table below for the full list
of updates. Search these diverse collections and more than 3.5 billion
other records for free at FamilySearch.orqg. #### 16 Feb 2013 -
Included are 19 new collections: 7 from Napoli, Italy, 7 from the
United States, 4 from Germany, and 1 from Netherlands. Among these
collections are the United States Draper Manuscript Collection from
1740 to 1960 (more information can be found here), the Germany,
Brandenburg, Bernau bei Berlin Jewish Records from 1688 to 1872,
and the United States Revolutionary War Rolls from 1775 to 1783. See
the table below for the full list of updates. Search these diverse
collections and more than 3.5 billion other records for free at
FamilySearch.org. ####1 Mar 2013 - FamilySearch added an
additional 6.6 million indexed records and images in the last two
weeks. Included in this update are 15 new collections: 1 from Canada,
1 from Guam, 4 from Italy, 1 from Russia, and 8 from the United
States. Among these collections are the China Collection of
Genealogies from 1239 to 2010, the new Guam, Judicial, Land,
Obituaries, and Census Records from 1712 to 2000, the Slovakia
Church and Synagogue Books from 1592-1910, and the United States,
New England, Petitions for Naturalization from 1787 to 1906. See the
table below for the full list of updates. #### 7 Mar 2013 -
FamilySearch added an additional 10.5 million indexed
records and images in the last two weeks. The largest portion of this
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update includes the 8,613,673 images added to the New York Probate

ufen

Records from 1629 to 1971, increasir. sl Good

percent. Other notable collection updates are the 699,800 indexed
records and images from the Brazil, Rio de Janeiro, Immigration Cards
from 1900 to 1965, and the 307,448 images from the Peru, Lima, Civil
Registration from 1874 to 1996. See the table below for the full list of
updates. 11 Mar 2013 - FamilySearch has added 1.7 million indexed
records and images this week with new browsable image collections
from Austria, Paraguay, and the United States. Notable collection
updates include the 13,110 images from the new Arizona, Maricopa,
Mesa City Cemetery Records, 1885-1960, collection and the 105,745
indexed records and images from the New Zealand, Immigration
Passenger Lists, 1855-1973, collection.

information on
my immigrant
Hott Family -
Sylvia Hott
Sonneborn

Virginia Genealogy

7 Feb 2013 - A New

6Feb2013-Phot o Restorat i oCarlskalyiCk Gu iGdideE to Virginia Genealogy - The new guide on the
Phototree.comE , t he |l eader in del i ver i ng FanilySearchoWiki caraHelp yqu idiscover df arygnén has studied YOUR

information to genealogists and collectors, has released their latest

book titled Photo Restorati on Kwi k Gu i Beep Gukle fort e p

Repairing Photographs with Photoshop Elements®. Written for the
experienced and novice users of Elements, this book guides the reader
through the steps used to restore damaged or deteriorated
photographs. The 96 page, full color KwikGuide is written in an easy to
follow, stepdyztep format that walks the reader through the most
common repair techniques. Using Elements® software, many of the
techniques go beyond simply applying filters and tools. Some repairs
are multiple process steps developed by PhotoTree.com that solve
some of the most demanding restoration challenges... ####

6 Feb 2013 - FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY POLICY COPY
CHANGES - "Please note the following change in the policy for
patrons who are requesting copies from the Family History Library in
Salt Lake City, Utah."All requests for information copied from films,
book pages, CDs, marriage, death or birth certificates, wills and/or
deeds, etc. will be copied in digital format and emailed to patrons in a
zipped PDF or JPG file format. There is no charge for this service if we
are able to email to information to patrons. "If a patron does not have
an email address, we can mail the information to the patron using the
US Postal Service. However, as much as possible, we will rely on
emailing all requests for information through the internet. If patrons
do not own a computer or do not have an email address, they can
request to have the information emailed to their local Family History
Center, where they can print the information at the center." ####

7 Feb 2013 - MY GENEALOGY HOUND - My Genealogy Hound
is a new, free website that makes available thousands of biographies
extracted from numerous pre-1900 county history volumes. The
biographies are organized for easy viewing by county or by family
surname. Currently, biographies are available for Arkansas, Kansas,
Missouri, and Tennessee with many more states to be added soon. In
addition, My Genealogy Hound also features a selection of free,
vintage county maps from Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri,
Oklahoma (including Indian Nations), and Tennessee with additional
states to be added soon. My Genealogy Hound is available at
www.MyGenealogyHound.com. ####

12 Mar 2013 - West Virginia Legislative Proposal to
Protect Cemeteries - State representatives Manypenny, Marshall,
Moore, Wells, Caputo, Longstreth and Fleischauer have introduced a
bill into the West Virginia state legislature to make sure cemeteries in
the state are not damaged by construction within one hundred feet of
a cemetery or grave site. The proposed legislation applies to natural
gas pipelines, wells and associated facilities.

8 Feb 2013 - USING KINDLE FIRE FOR GENEALOGY -
Using Kindle Fire for Genealogy is available at
http://genblogjulie.blogspot.com/2013/01/using-kindle-fire-for-
genealogy.html. ###H

Virginia genealogy. The new guide works by searching genealogy
research on FamilySearch that has already been conducted on your
Virginia ancestors. You select the county and then an extensive list of
books and articles appears. Some of these are scanned books available
on FamilySearch.org while others could be available most anyplace on
the Internet, such as on American Ancestors, Google Books, and
Internet Archive. The books may focused on all the residents of a
particular county or, in some cases, on only one family. You can learn
more in an article by Nathan W. Murphy in the FamilySearch blog at
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/studied-virginia-genealogy/.# # # #

9 Feb 2013 - CLOUDFOGGER - Cloudfogger encrypts your
data with 256-bit AES (Advanced Encryption Standard) encryption on
your own Windows or Macintosh computer, before it is uploaded to the
cloud. Only encrypted data ever gets uploaded to the cloud. This
guarantees that Dropbox and other cloud storage services never get
access to the content of your files. In addition, you can obtain
Cloudfogger file viewer (decryptor) software for Android and Apple
Smartphones and tablets so that you can read your own files that you
retrieve from the cloud. ####

14 Feb 2013 - MennoTree searches Mennonite Ancestry -A
new Mennonite genealogy search engine has gone online that should
be a huge help to anyone searching for Mennonite ancestors. The new
web site already claims to have more than 2 million names in its
database. An email message lists the owner as Michael Penner. To try
MennoTree for yourself, go to http://mennotree.com.####

16 Feb 2013 - Announcing "Going In-Depth,” a Free
Digital Genealogy Online Magazine

o —
joing In-Depth

Prepared by the team at The In-Depth
Genealogist, the premier issue of Going
In-Depth was introduced to subscribers
earlier today. IT IS FREE.

columns and free resources, it is a great publication for every
genealogist, no matter the age, stage or focus of your research. The
owners of this new, free new online magazine plan to issue a new
edition on the 15th of each month. Sign up today for your free
subscription so you do not miss an issue. You can learn more at
http://www.theindepthgenealogist.com/?page id=6086.# ## #

17 Feb 2013 - Polish State Archives and Jewish
Records Indexing - Poland Sign Historic Agreement
Providing Expanded Access to Jewish Records in
Poland - Bethesda, Maryland and Warsaw, Poland, February 15,
2013 - Today the Polish State Archives (PSA) and Jewish Records

Indexing - Poland (JRI-Poland) entered into a new multi-year =

agreement to expand access to Jewish records. For more information,

look at www.jri-poland.org and at
www.archiwa.gov.pl/en/news.html.# # # #
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21 Feb 2013 - Family Tree DNA Unveils $39 DNA Test -
HOUSTON, FamilyTreeDNA.com, the genetic genealogy arm of Gene
By Gene, Ltd., is dramatically lowering the price of one of its basic Y-
DNA tests to $39, making it the lowest-cost DNA test available on the
market, in order to take a major step toward universal access by
individuals to their personal genetic data. Individuals interested in
Family Tree DNA's $39 Y-DNA test, or any of its ancestral testing
products, can visit www.familytreedna.com for more information.

23 February 2013 - A New, Free Update for Clooz -
Connecting People through Documents: Clooz 3.2 continues to excite
its user base with new and unique features. After a steady stream of
free program tweaks and upgrades, the Clooz developers have now
provided a unique method to aid in analysis of the data clues
contained in the hoard of documents that we all accumulate.

The all new fAComposite Viewod pr
tree |ike fApictureo revealing al
document or person. These linkages show all the documents in your
database a person is linked to, and any other people linked to the
same document. Digging down into the Composite View structure
identifies potential relationships between different people (linked to
each other by their common appearance in the same documents).
I nterested researchers can fAtes
requesting a free trial of the fully functioning program at
http://clooz.com/free _trial.php

28 Feb 2013 - Unknown No Longer: A Database of
Virginia Slave Names - iUnknown No
Name Databasedo was | aunched by
fall of 2011. The database contains information about slaves, including
records kept by slave owners in Virginia. AUnknown
Virginia Sl ave Name Dat abaseo
http://unknownnolonger.vahistorical.org/.

4 Mar 2013 - Progeny Genealogy Announces a 3D
Family Tree - This is really slick! The following is an announcement
from Progeny Genealogy (Click on the images to see larger versions.):

See your Family Tree in 3 Dimensions!
Progeny 3D Family TreeE is the
family tree in 3 dimensions. The 3D Family Tree gives you a whole
new insight into your roots. 3D Family Tree builds pedigree and
descendant trees in three dimensions. Photos of your relatives really
make the tree come alive. You can learn more at
https://progenygenealogy.com/products/3d-family-tree.aspx.

19 Mar 2013 - FamilySearch Indexing Volunteers One
Billion Record Milestone - The following announcement
was written by FamilySearch:

Less than seven years after its initial launch, the internet-based
FamilySearch indexing will celebrate the completion of its one billionth
freely searchable record sometime in the next few weeks.

Longer:
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13 Mar 2013 - IrishAncestors Launches with Unique
Resources and Guidance for Family Historians

The following announcement was written by the Irish Genealogical
Research Society:

With the launch of its brand new website, IrishAncestors.ie, the Irish
Genealogical Research Society (IGRS) has significantly widened access
to parts of its outstanding library collection, long acknowledged as the
most important collection of Irish genealogical material in private
hands.

15 Mar 2013 - Free Offer: Receive an eBook of King
Robert | of Scotland - Millisecond Publishing Company, Inc. is
offering a free electronic copy of King Robert I of Scotland. Also called
Robert the Bruce, Robert I, King of Scotland, was one of the most
famous kings of Scotland, and one of the main characters in the movie

I o f dedcdhdantd. The Hosk dexdhilsks 18,323 differiertt pebple,cntaifso r

2,100 pages (including the index), and also contains 28,754 source
citations, including at least one for each fact mentioned in the book.
The eBook can be printed, although I suspect most people will wish to
print only a few pages, not the entire 2,100 pages. Luckily, the book is
in PDF format so it is easy to print a single page, a few pages, or

t  drdvetything, a6 thereager wishest Thé book ib tseifisoffdred free of b y
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charge and no credit card is required. For more information, go to
http://familyforest.wordpress.com/.

18 Mar 2013 - Announcing the Zap the Grandma Gap

A Powerg Up iworkBbokv e Zap the Grandma Gap Power Up
V WorkBookd Tha Paticulers Abdut How to Cohmeet Witk Your Family byh e

Connecting Them To Their Family History by Janet Hovorka is available
RoWv €at www Zapthegrandmagap.com, at bookstores and by calling
801-872-uFdPedin_of fthe sslgype_lighlightihd) 801-872  a't

4278 FREE end_of_the_skype_highlighting . A 24 page excerpt of the
workbook and a 28 page excerpt of the book are available for free on
the website along with downloads of other supporting materials. Sign
up on the homepage for a free 52 week e-newsletter with even more
ideas on how to engage the next generation with their family history.

Mar 2013 - Ellis Island's Servers were Destroyed by
Hurricane Sandy

The Ellis Island Foundation is appealing
for donations, more than what they normally ask for. In the appeal,
there are some interesting facts about keeping information safe and
available for all. A recent email appeal from ellisisland.org states:

As you may know, Liberty and Ellis Islands were severely impacted by
thé destr@:fiod dAusdd ByatHe hufriéafe. Fbrtichlot bdth islands Were
flooded, causing power loss, damaged property and most
importantlyd closing the islands to visitors.

At Ellis, all of our technology, digital infrastructure and servers
that support the American Family Immigration History Center®
were completely destroyed. Luckily, the immigration database
was kept offsite and has remained accessible for free at
www.ellisisland.org. But the cost to replace and install the new
equipment is close to $2 million. This is another compelling reason we
are asking for your help. Please consider making a gift of $50, $75 or

$100 in support of these important initiatives.

You can learn more at https://www.ellisisland.org.
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26 Mar 2013 - Archives.com Publishes Millions of

Lutheran Church Records - The following was written by
Archives.com, a division of Ancestry.com:

Archives

Discover Your Ancestors
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Archives.com is thrilled to announce the release of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) birth, marriage and death record
collections! These three collections total nearly 4.6 million records.
Archives.com, in partnership with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America Archives, digitized and indexed approximately one thousand
rolls of microfilmed records from churches now affiliated with the
ELCA. These records have never before been online. The records in
these collections date from the mid-1800s through 1940 and include
births, baptisms, confirmations, marriages, deaths, and burials. Details
vary from church to church, but often include parents' names, dates
and places of the event, and other biographical details. Many of the
churches were founded by immigrants from Norway, Sweden, and
Germany and had immigrant families as their members. These records
could hold the key to finding your origins in the Old World. The ELCA
collections add to the 2.5 billion records that are currently available to
Archives.com members. Not a member? Sign up today for a seven day
free trial! Archives.com makes family history simple and affordable.
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26 Mar 2013 - Expanded Irish Online Genealogy Portal
Provides a "One Stop Shop" - The following announcement
was written by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht of
Ireland:

9 One search on www.irishgenealogy.ie will include census
data, land records, military archives, wills and Ellis Island
records

9 Aimis to make it quicker, easier, and less complicated for
members of public - from home or abroad - to find
information about their ancestors

Tuesday, March 26th - Jimmy Deenihan TD, Minister for Arts, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht, will today launch a newly expanded web portal that
is dedicated to helping people search for information on their
ancestors. The portal - www.irishgenealogy.ie - enables visitors to
search genealogy records from a number of on-line sources.

28 Mar 2013 -South London Burials Index now
available on British Origins - Over 389,000 South London
(Surrey) burials for the period 1545-1905, with a handful (18) up to
1957 plus one as late as 1980, are available for searching on
www.origins.net. 29 March 2013 - Now the VuPoint Magic Wand
Portable Scanner is available at the lowest price I have ever seen:
$29.99 and that even includes FREE shipping. That's a good price for
something that retails for $99 although many discount web sites have
sold it for a lot less. I paid $79.95 when I purchased mine a couple of
years ago. Sold out!

SYLVIA'S GENEALOGY CORNER

"Breaking with Traditions"

If your parents and grandparents were/are at all interested in
genealogy, then you probably have some pretty fascinating
ancestor tales to tell. Some of these traditions are carried
down and retold from generation to generation. We go along,
learning the tales and then rehearsing them to our own
children, and within a short period of time, the tales become
gospel.

My family has proudly built up a large family following based
on some traditions that recently were blown to smithereens!
My mother had even spent months following the Ross line and
had come up with some rather extensive pedigree generations.
The first tradition was that we are related to Colonel
George Ross of Lancaster, PA, a signer of the
Declaration of Independence. Our family reunion is 96
years old, and in most of that time, the reunion officers had
perpetuated that tradition. We have many members of our
Barefoot Clan who have joined the DAR and SAR based on this
lineage.

My own line purportedly went like this: Sylvia Hott Sonneborn,
Elizabeth Krise Hott, Ella Hammer Krise, Joseph Sleek
Hammer, Elizabeth Barefoot, James Barefoot and his wife
Rebecca (Ross), James Ross, and Colonel George Ross. So
my mother kept tracing, and she ran into the Earls of Ross and
royalty, and we kept on going with a long line of Rosses.

Marelool

One of my great uncles even had an announcement made for
his 60th anniversary that claimed he was descended from
Betsy Ross, maker of the first flag; she was the daughter-in-
law of Col. George Ross for a short while until her husband
died. Here's an excerpt from the newspaper.

"Married 60 Years Ago (1940)

Mr. And Mrs. R.F. Hammer

Descendant of Betsy Ross

And Wife Given Surprise

Ross Forward Hammer, 86, Taught Gen. Charles Menoher and
Several Other Prominent Men: Couple enjoying Good Health
Jennerstown - R.F. (Ross Forward) Hammer, a descendant of
Betsy Ross, designer of the American Flag, and his wife
yesterday were tendered a surprise party on the occasion of
their 60th wedding anniversary.” Johnstown Tribune
Democrat newspaper

My mother was somewhat skeptical of our connection to 3

George. She sat down with me - a twenty-four year-old, mildly
interested audience - and told me the details of "our ancestor"
James Ross, suggesting that if he had been Col. George Ross's
son, the dates seemed a little skewed. She dismissed her
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doubts because she did not want to rock the boat. Since
Rebecca Ross, child of James Ross, was born in 1769, it
could have worked, so Mother pursued that traditional line.

The Ancestry in the Barefoot Clan Erroneously Claimed:
Father: James Ross (1749-1796) Of Lancaster County
Mother: Anna Marie Sabina Kuhn (1748-1826)

Married in 1769

The Real Ancestor:

Father: James Ross (1738-1798) Of Berks County, PA -
adjacent to Lancaster County

Mother: Ruth Robinson (1743-1813)

Married 1767 in the St. James Episcopal Church, Lancaster

So why did my ancestors get confused? James and Ruth
(Robinson) Ross did not select their home area of Berks
County for their wedding but instead they went to the St.
James Episcopal Church, Lancaster, which just so happened to
be the church of Colonel George Ross. That coincidental fact
made others believe that this James was Col. George's son
James. But that brings up one pertinent question. Were
George and my James at least related? Everyone knew that
Col. George had a son named James...so it was logical to
assume that this James and Anna Marie (Kuhn) Ross were
parents of my Rebecca Ross.

James Ross's daughter Rebecca (Ross) Barefoot followed
her son James Barefoot from Berks County to Bedford County,
PA, where she is buried. [We think her son James Barefoot
was seeking his father Benjamin Barefoot in that area.] My
sister Betsy was doing some research on Rebecca Ross
Barefoot and found a very interesting document - the death
record of Rebecca Ross Barefoot:

Rebecca Barefoot, spinster, d/o ( -blank-) and Ruth Ross;
born -- --- 1769 in Berks County; died 22 Jan 1853 in St.
Clair Twp., aged 84 years and 1 month. Buried in Quaker
Graveyard, St. Clair Twp. Spouse: Benjamin Barefoot.
Certificate returned by William Barefoot, a grands  on, of St.
Clair Twp. (Source: Death Certificate, Bedford Co., 1852 -
1854.)

You will note that her father (James Ross) is not listed. He had
been dead for many years, and with the move from Berks to
Bedford County, her grandson William Barefoot had never
known his great-grandparents, and Rebecca's son James
(William's father) was already deceased, so there was no one
to fill in the death certificate; yet they knew her mother was
Ruth (not Anna Maria Sabina Kuhn). Rebecca also always
called herself a spinster because of the abandonment by
Benjamin Barefoot, which is another interesting tradition
unmasked.

The Barefoot family reunion leaders perpetuated two other
erroneous family traditions about the revered Dr. Benjamin
Barefoot, husband of Rebecca Ross; these are my fourth-
great grandparents. First, even though he was called
"Dr.," researchers could not find any record of his
getting a degree as a doctor. but we did learn that he was
a blacksmith, and that means that he probably wielded a mean
pair of pliers to pull teeth (between 1764 and 1809), thus
getting the moniker of "Dr." Our traditions were slowly being
destroyed.

Additional research completely besmirched the
reputation of the traditionally revered gentleman
Benjamin Barefoot, desecrating his memory. I am
certain he accomplished many worthwhile things in life, but the
paper trail left behind indicates legal trouble: Berks County
documents show that he cheated some men out of coal
money, that he had been charged with fornication, and that
he had abandoned Ruth when she was pregnant with the 5th
child. Benjamin is next seen in Fayette County (across the
state from Berks), and Rebecca is living in Berks County, first
with her widowed mother Ruth Robinson, and then as head of
house with her 5 abandoned children. A census record and a
court record of a dispute that was settled out of court
document Benjamin's whereabouts in Fayette County. Rebecca
was apparently forced to go to work in the local foundry -
Joanna Furnace. Did many women even work at that time? But
she needed to support her family, and one researcher found
that they did hire women in their kitchen, so perhaps she was
a cook instead of a furnace worker. Exposed truths caused us
to tone down our accolades for Benjamin at our Barefoot
Reunions!

But we also clearly found that Rebecca's mother is not Anna
Marie Sabina Kuhn Ross but instead, Ruth Ross. So Rebecca is
not a granddaughter of Colonel George Ross.

Rebecca's parents were James Ross and Ruth
Robinson/Robeson Ross, who were married 10 -Dec-1767 at
the St. James Episcopal Church in Lancaster City, Lancaster,
PA. Rebecca was born 22-Dec-1769, per her own entry in a
prayer book, which is owned by a Barefoot descendant
somewhere in Indiana . Sharon Sheldon

Once a researcher named Sharon Sheldon started to see the
light, she and an ancestor named Becky Barefoot went to
Berks County and found the documentation. Their rebuttal
goes something like this: Benj ami nds wi f e
Dec 1769 in Berks County, Pennsylvania, and died 22 §al853 in
Bedford County, Pennsylvania. She is buried in Quaker Cemetery, East St.
Clair Township, Bedford County (on Route 56 west of Fishertown).
Approved DAR membership applications, both recent and from years
back, have claimed that Rebecca Ross waseldaughter of Maria Sabina
Kuhn and of Colonel James Ross of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, who was the
son of George Ross, Esq. (1730’79), one of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence. This George Ross was the uncle of John
Ross, husband of Betsy Resthe maker of the first American flag. Indeed,

in 1967, nearly 100 years after her death, a marker was erected at
Rebeccads grave by t he Barefoot
'Rebecca (Ross) Barefoot, wife of Dr. Benjamin Barefoot (gramidughter

of Col. George Ross, signer of Declaration of Independence), mother of
James Barefoot, Pioneer settler of Bedford Co. 422-1768 -- 1-22-1853."

No proof has been offered in support of this assertion. In fact, it has been
documented by many sources that ColoneJames Ross of Lancaster had
four children only: George, James, Catherine and Maria. Documentary
evidence drawn from primary and secondary sources uncovered by this
researcher, working with Sharon
James, substantiats an entirely different family for Rebecca Ross.

We believe that the preponderance of evidence points to the fact that
Rebecca Ross was the daughter of James and Ruth (Robinson/RobiSﬂP)
Ross of Morgantown, Caernarvon Township, Berks County, Pennsylvante®
According to records of St. James Episcopal Church, Lancaster CourKy,"
Pennsylvania, James Ross and Ruth Robinson married 10 Decembergy
1767. In May 1768, Rut hds
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his will left 45 acres of land in Morgantown, Caernavon Township, Berks
County to his daughter, Ruth Ross....

An excerpt from 'The Brinleys of Pennsylvania' by Robert M. Brinley, CLU
( 1967), Library of Congress #SC71.B8594, page 10 states: 'vi. John
Brinley, the sixth child and third son of James and Marywas born on
Wednesday, January 31, 1781 at the family homestead in Robeson Twp.
On May 29, 1806, John married Mary Ann Ross, born June 11, 1776, and
died on June 9, 1834. She was the sister of William Ross, born October
14, 1772 and died February 9, 1818,a prominent merchant of
Morgantown, Pennsylvania, a small town in Caernervon Twp., founded
by Col. Jacob Morgan, her fatheiin-law's commandant in the
Revolutionary War. Mary's sister, Rebecca Ross, married into the Bearfoot
family, a prominent Caernervonfamily of Irish origin...."

Rebecca Ross's bible clearly lists the births of her siblings -
William, Ezibella, etc. - and that aligns with the census records
of Ruth Robinson Ross, their grandmother who took them in
when Rebecca Ross had to work in Joanna Furnace to support
her 5 children after Benjamin skipped town.

My sister Eleanor Kinnan was president of the Barefoot
Reunion when this story and proof erupted. She refused to do
anything about it because of upsetting the older members of
the Barefoot Clan who had joined the DAR with Col George
Ross as our Revolutionary participant. She was not about to
break with tradition. The researchers - Becky and Sharon -
begged us to change the bogus claim on Rebecca's tombstone,
but we did not have the money to bear the expense - or the
nerve! Some years we struggle just to get together enough
money to make our reunion expenses. Eventually, my sister
Eleanor came around to the truth, and we began to publish the
bad news and break the tradition. With a new president, we no
longer make any claims to Colonel George Ross. We also
downplayed the fictitious claims about our ancestor Benjamin
Barefoot as we learned more about him and his infidelity. We
would all love to be descended from someone fathful,
important, trustworthy, etc., but our ancestors - despite their
characteristics - gave us life, and we need to focus on that
fact. That does not mean that we want to throw him out with
the wash water, but we should not perpetuate the sainthood
that he nearly achieved. He was a man who struggled with the
many challenges of life. And he still has opportunity to repent
of his indiscretions.

Researcher Sharon Sheldon has had the DAR close all
subsequent requests to join the DAR through Colonel George
Ross, Signer of the Declaration of Independence. Copy and

paste this address into your browser if you want to see the
entire letter to Hazel at the DAR:
http://barefoot-sleek-family.blogspot.com/search?updated-
max=2012-07-08T16:49:00-07:00&max-results=7

Also:
http://my.richnet.net/~clabaugh/Before%20Bedford%202.html
Here is an excerpt of the letter to the DAR:

Re: Corrections Request to Patriots George Ross, Esq. (1730-1779)
and

Col. James Ross (1753-1808) via Rebecca Ross and Mary Ann Ross
"Dear Hazel:

In April of this year my cousin Becky Barefoot and | had the
opportunity to meet and discuss with you the errors as found in the
lineage of our distant grandmother, Rebecca (Ross) Barefoot.
Approved DAR membership applications, both recent and from years
back, have implied that Rebecca Ross was the daughter of Col. James
Ross of Lancaster, PA, who in turn was the son of George Ross, Esq.,
(1730-1779) one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence.
During the past year research has indicated that this lineage link of
Rebecca to James is in error...." Author - Sharon Sheldon

That leaves the Barefoot Reunion Association with one gigantic
problem. Rebecca Barefoot's grave marker makes false claims.
It is very expensive to correct this information. We just don't
have the money (along with a strong enough desire) to correct
this. Here the error stands with a notation that Rebecca Ross is
a granddaughter of Colonel George Ross with the implication
that George's son James Ross and wife Anna Maria Sabina

Kuhn Ross were her parents inot correct; of course).
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The moral of the story, of course, is that stories that are
handed down as tradition may never have happened. Modern
technology has opened many more records for researchers.
Building a timeline will reveal the circumstances of the locality

and activities of our ancestors. Online census records may O
show the facts about our ancestor couples as the Berks and
Fayette Counties revealed of Rebecca Ross Barefoot and
Benjamin Barefoot. The good, old grunt research may yield the
truth, and some of those traditions will have to be laid to rest.
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Bacausa the additional tags are selected from the dropdown, tha system knows
this s one tagged person on the People Menu option.

FamilySearch Photos and Stories Tutorial

Development on FamilySearch Photos and Stories continues. We are very excited about the
progress we are making as well as the increased integration of the tools in Family Tree on
FamilySearch. We are also thrilled about the growing number of users and the large numbers
of photos that are being added every day.

To help users better understand the process of uploading and tagging photos, we have put
together a slide presentation that covers the basics.

FamilySearch Photos Overview (PDF; 11 MB)
FamilySearch Photos Overview (PowerPoint, 12 MB)

This presentation is also a great resource for teaching others about Photos and Stories in a
one-on-one or classroom setting.

Click on the PDF version link to view the presentation in your web browser. To download a
copy of the presentation (in either PDF or PowerPoini), right-click on the link, select Save file
as... and choose a location where you would like the file to be saved. You will need to have
either Microsoft PowerPoint or the free Adobe Acrobat Readerto view the downloaded
presentation.

Thank you for being a part of the continuing evolution of the Photos and Stories tools. As
you meet people that are also interested in sharing ancestor photos, please pass along the
web address-www.familysearch.org/photos-so they can join the fun

The FamilySearch Photos Team

https://familysearch.org/photos/

http://www.famhist.us/2013/02/19/familysearch-photos/ See
instructions on how to add photos at this site.

The Ids.org site has a story about a visit to Asia recently by
Elder Nelson. Here's a quote from what they did while
there.

Elder Nelson said that one highlight of their visit was when
he and Sister Nelson attended the temple in Tokyo.

ilt is a great bl es milapay, anda |
third one (located in Sappor
sai d. iwWe went to the Tokyo

endowment session. We did proxy work for [Sister

Nel sonés] ancestor s.dowkeh adtoihsd
go to the temple and draw names of unknown people; we
take family names. 0

MOCAVO LEARNING CENTER

http://learn.mocavo.com/?utm source=learning+center
+announcement&utm medium=email&utm content=bu
tton The Mocavo Learning Center has something for
everyone.

Visit The Mocavo Learning Center Now »

ROOTSTECH CONFERENCE PROVES TO BE HUGE
SUCCESS, DRAWING 6,700 ATTENDEES

"RootsTech 2013, a family history and technology
conference hosted by the Church's FamilySearch
International organization, convened in the Salt
Lake Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City
March 21-23, 2013, drawing some 6,700
attendees from throughout the United States and
many parts of the world, making it the largest
family history conference in the nation....Another
10,000 viewers tuned in live Internet streaming
of selected sessions."Church News, Deseret
News, 31 March 2013.

25 March 2013 - "RootsTech Conference Report" by
Dick Eastman

Now, hang onto your hat. You ain't seen nuthin' yet."

Buoyed by this year's success, FamilySearch announced
on the opening day a plan to export RootsTech to 16
locations around the U.S. and in several countries later
this year. The intent is to hold local "technology within
genealogy" sessions at each of the 16 locations, all of
them to be conducted in the local language. Probably
none of them will attract the crowds seen last week in
Salt Lake City, but each session is expected to attract
hundreds of local attendees, possibly even a few
thousand.

As if that wasn't enough, FamilySearch also announced
plans for next year: not only will a big conference be
held again in Salt Lake City (mark your calendar for
February 6 through 8, 2014), but that conference will
also be exported next year to 600 locations worldwide.
Yes, that's 600 locations, meaning there will be an
average of more than 10 RootsTech conferences EACH
WEEK.

Total expected attendance in 2014 will be about 120,000
live attendees at these worldwide locations. When was
the last time you heard genealogy conference organizers
discuss attendance figures of 120,000 attendees?

I think that is a huge goal. However, I also suspect
FamilySearch is capable of meeting it.

I have attended all of the past RootsTech conferences
and, up until this week, I had planned to attend all
future RootsTech conferences. I am now puzzling over
how I can attend 600 conferences next year in locations
all over the world. I guess I will have to modify my
plans.

All three of the keynote sessions were broadcast with
live video on the Internet. The videos were also saved
and are being released on http://www.rootstech.org. If

>~

Page 1


https://familysearch.org/photos/
http://www.famhist.us/2013/02/19/familysearch-photos/
http://learn.mocavo.com/?utm_source=learning+center+announcement&utm_medium=email&utm_content=button
http://learn.mocavo.com/?utm_source=learning+center+announcement&utm_medium=email&utm_content=button
http://learn.mocavo.com/?utm_source=learning+center+announcement&utm_medium=email&utm_content=button
http://www.rootstech.org/

you were unable to attend or to view the live event, you
can watch the recorded versions online at your leisure at
http://www.rootstech.org. The videos from the Thursday
and Friday morning events are available now. I suspect
you will want to view them. As I write these words,
Saturday's keynote speeches are listed as "Coming
Soon." I believe the Saturday video will appear on
http://www.rootstech.org/ within a day or two. Dick
Eastman also gives a synopsis of some classes. I am
going to add the link because the entire article is just
too long:

http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans _online genealogy/2013/
03/rootstech2013-wrap-up-report.html

For more information about the presentations, the
keynote speeches, and much more, look at
http://www.RootsTech.org. I also invite you to look at
my online photo album at
http://blog.eogn.com/photos/rootstech13/ (scroll down
and click on AENnter Gal | e
the vendors and activities in the Expo Hall. Over the
next several days, I hope to write more articles about
the newer vendors and services I found at the
conference, as well as audio podcasts and video
"vidcasts" that I recorded with several "movers and
shakers" in the genealogy community.

RE ROOTSTECH CONFERENCE, BLOGGER RENEE
ZAMORA SAYS, "I CRIED!"

http://rzamorl.blogspot.com/2013/03/rootstech-
2013-i-cried.html
Renee Zamora

FOOTNOTE OFFERS FREE USAGE

Fold3 is offering free access to its rich collection of
Confederate Civil War records for the entire month of
April. This contains 32 collection comprising of more
than 19 million records, with the majority of the records
created during the time of the Civil War.

For copies of Genealogy News, go to
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~payork/York2W
ard/

Thanks to Don and Jeanine Hartman of Utah for
posting the newsletter online for us. You can
contribute your family history of original York County
ancestors at http://familyhart.info

T h a t abl,g~olks!

This newsletter has been written and compiled by

Jack Sonneborn jsonneborn@verizon.net and

Sylvia Hott Sonneborn slysyl@verizon.net

ATRIBUTE TO A
FAITHFUL GN READER

~Michael Bryan

Every month or so, we received a note from a very
faithful reader of Genealogy News, like this one:

"Hi Sylvia, Thanks for the August issue of the
Genealogy News. The story of the father who saved his
coins for his son's college education was moving; also
the account of forming your family Facebook family

r y Ollgroup was very interesting. The whole issue was veryW

worthwhile. Have a great day! Mike Bryan"

I wrote and told Mike how much we appreciate his notes
because they let us know that our work is useful to
some of our readers.

We have been friends with the Bryans for over 25 years.
In fact, their first date was to our sealing celebration in
our first home on Eleventh Avenue, where they said they
sat on our love seat talking and fell in love that night.
Over the years, my husband Jack and I had witnessed
Mike's interest in genealogy grow, and he and his wife
spent a large amount of time working on their family
history. He had also been very concerned about Jack's
illnesses, and he and his wife Dee had even brought a
delicious meal into us after Jack's last hospitalization in
January. The meal was egg plant parmesan and Harvard
beets that Mike and Dee had raised in their garden,
prepared, and preserved. The couple was so kind and
loving towards us and often told us how they prayed for
our welfare.

Michael and I used to have a little competition going
about how many family names we each had in our
family history databases. He was always ahead of me,
and when I said I had 75,000 names, he said he had
90,000. When I said I would never catch up with him,
he said he thought he was finished adding names, that
he was just going to go back and clean up some of his
work. It was as if he had completed one of the missions
of his life. That was the last time we saw him. On the

28 February 2013 our friend Michael Bryan of York, PA,
passed away from a sudden stroke at the young age of
68. We mourn the loss of such a young and wonderful
friend, and we are thankful for the association that we
had with Dee and him. We know their bond is eternal,

and we know his ancestors gratefully embraced him on ||

his return home with honor. But on this side of the veil,
we miss him. Sylvia
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