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Compiled by Jackson and Sylvia Sonneborn, York, PA 
                                                                                                                                  

  

BELLS AND WHISTLES 
ADDED TO familysearch.org 

 
We hope that you are using all the new and 
wonderful offerings in FamilySearch and also 
Family Tree. It seems each month that we 
have changes to talk about. Just in case you 
are looking for something and can't find it, I am 
going to highlight some of the changes and 
comment about some of the newer features of 
the past.  
  

¶ GET STARTED 
The first view below is the old tab panel 
when you first open up familysearch.org 
with activation icons. Now you can just 
click on the icon that you want, and it 
will take you to the section you are 
looking for. Note that there was a 
lifesaver on the end that was called "Get 
Help." That has been changed. 

 
 
This is the present panel with a "Get 
Started" tab replacing the life saver: 

 
When you click on "Get Started," you will find 

these additional divisions: 

 

 
 

¶ KNOWLEDGE DOCUMENTS 
 
If you are looking for the old KNOWLEDGE 
DOCUMENTS [KD], you can click on the 
division called "Product Support." You can 
either put in the number of a KD, or type in a 
few search terms, like "permission to do temple 
work," and a discussion or KD will come up to 
answer your question. Change search terms if 
you don't get a good response of FAQ's. 
 

¶ GET HELP 
At the top of the page (right hand corner), there 
is a "Get Help" tab. Some of the same tabs 
come up on the "Get Started" panel, but if you 
need to contact Family Search, the drop down 
menu will allow you to make contact by calling 
or sending an e-mail. [That's the mission that 
Jack and I did as support techs for new 
FamilySearch and other research programs.] 
 

 
 

¶ HISTORY IN FAMILY TREE 
or FIND YOUR WAY BACK 

If you have been working with a family and 
then take a break and shut down FT, when you 
go back, you can use the History tab for a drop 
down menu that lists the people you were 
working on. Click on the down arrow beside the 

FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTER  Volume VII, Issue 7 

July 2013 



2 

 

word "Person." Then just click on the name in 
the list of individuals, and you will go directly to 
the individual's record on Family Tree. Or if you 
keep working out on your pedigree and get 
lost, use the history to go back to yourself. In 
Family Tree, go to the left hand side under the 
logo for FS and beside the "Person" tab, click 
the down arrow in green, and your history will 
pop open. Click on the name to take you to the 
individual's information page. 

 
There are two history tabs. The drop down 
arrow next to "Tree" will allow you to select a 
person in the pedigree view. The drop down 
arrow next to "Person" will allow you to select a 
person in the person view. 

 

 

¶ SEARCH THE WEB FOR OTHER 
ANCESTORS FROM WITHIN 
FAMILY TREE AND ADD 
RESOURCES TO SOURCE BOX 

Just added recently, on the right of a person's 
view or information sheet, there is a new tab 
called "Research Help" with a "Search 
Records" tab within the box. Click on that, and 
your computer will search for records on the 
internet for the named person.  
 

 
 
I have gone to my Uncle Delmar Hott's 
PERSON view and clicked on "Search 
Records" to look for records, and this is what I 
find: 
 

  
Now I will click on his name in the first record, 
and this will open up a birth record. [Note: I 
have found 5 records that belong to Delmar 
Hott, so I will need to repeat the process to 
attach each record in Family Tree.] 
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Along the right hand side, there is a blue tab 
that says, "Sources - Attach to Family Tree." I 
have looked at the record and determined that 
it is my uncle, and I will now attach it. I click on 
"Attach to Family Tree." I will first have to find 
him in Family Tree, so a pop-up will help me: 

 
I may have to do a "Find" or I may get this 
window. I will click on the blue "Select" tab. 
Before I attach this record to his FT record, I 
get one more pop-up: 

 

Now I must explain why I am attaching this 
record to Uncle Delmar. I return to his Family 
Tree PERSON record, which I already have 
open, and I click F5 to refresh the page, and I 
can see that not only has the process found his 
birth record, but the blue tab has attached it 
directly to Delmar Hott's record: 

 
 

¶ HELPER TAB 
Remember that in new FS, there was a Helper 
feature so that you could log in to help 
someone else so that the changes in the 
records that you two mutually agreed upon 
were in the name of the patron. Where did that 
Helper tab go? Log into Family Tree as 
yourself [you are usually helping someone who 
has misplaced user name or password or who 
does not have a computer to set up an account 
and does not use a computer.] You will find a 
lifesaver icon in the upper right hand corner, 
and it now says, "HELP OTHERS." 
 

 
 
Fill in the pop-up window and submit to start 
helping the patron: 
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¶ WATCH 

If you want to know who is changing an 
ancestor's record, when you have the 
ancestor's record open, click on the "Watch" 
tab beside the "Help Others." If someone adds 
a photo, a story, or a change, you will be 
notified by e-mail. 
 

¶ SIGN-IN FOR 2 WEEKS 
We have been granted the ability to sign-in for 
two weeks again without having to type in our 
user name and password. Use on a private 
computer, not a public one. 
 

 
 
 
 

¶ OPPORTUNITIES (for LDS 
to do temple work) 

If you are LDS and desiring to do temple work, 
if you click on the Temple tab, you will see a 
relatively new button called "Opportunities." If 
you click on this and if there are any persons 
ready for temple work, their names will come 
up on a list. Check if permission is needed. 

A list of names that are ready for baptism will 
appear. 
--------------------------------------------------- 

You must be signed in. 
 

¶ WIKI 
WIKI is a site for researchers to find FH info, 
like what kinds of records are available in 
different countries. It was hidden for a while, 
but now if you are on the FS homepage, click 
on the "Search" tab in the middle of the page 
and then find "WIKI" along the top and click on 
it. Put the name of a country or some FH topic 
[like photographs] in the search box and find 
out what others have posted on the topic. 
 

WIKI also opens with the "Get Help" tab. 

¶ SEARCH FOR ANCESTORS 
 
That same "Search" tab opens up the template 
to fill in with an ancestor's name to look for 
records about that ancestor' like census... 
 

 
New: To search for a person 
in Family Tree, use FIND. 
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¶ FIND A FAMILY HISTORY 
CENTER 

¶ At the top of the screen click on "Get 
Help", then click "In person help." 

¶ Put in the name of the place and press 
the Enter key. This will bring up a list of 
FHCs. Click the name of a FHC to bring 
up its information, e.g. Edmonton 
Alberta Riverbend Family History Center 
14325 53 Avenue Northwest 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T6H 5G6 
CANADA [By Bill Buchanan] 

 
¶ FORUMS 

Forums was a message board to ask family 
history questions. It has been shut down and 
replaced by different sites on Facebook and 
other social media where you can connect with 
fellow researchers and even pose questions. 
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Research
_Communities_on_Facebook 

¶ PRODUCTS - PAF 
As of July 15, PAF has been 
discontinued, and you can no 
longer download it. If you 
already have it on your 
computer, you can still use it.  

The link to Products (also called affiliates) is 
not very obvious. Click on About (at the bottom 
of the screen), then click Products. 

  

 

 

 
NEW PRODUCTS: 

 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Research_Communities_on_Facebook
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Research_Communities_on_Facebook
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¶ RETURN TO HOMEPAGE 
FROM FAMILY TREE 

The Family Search icon in the left hand corner 
will return you from Family Tree to the 
homepage. Just click on the green words. 

 

¶ OTHER TABS YOU MAY BE 
LOOKING FOR 

 
Homepage ~ Highlight "Search" 
Records - opens the template to search for 
census, marriage, death, & other sources 
Genealogies - has the Ancestral File and 
Pedigree Resource File records 
Catalog - Search for materials available to 
borrow from the SLC Library and also 
reserve and pay for films by credit card to 
view in the local FH Center 
Books - 80,000 digitized family history 
books at named libraries, many available 
online 
WIKI - explained above 
 
 

¶ HOME PAGE TABS 
 

 
 
 
The opening page of Family Search has a 
panel of tabs. Click on the icon or go into the 
text block above the panel and click on the tab 
(in the picture above, it is purple.) 

Fan Chart - uses your family history to 
create a fan chart 
Photos - tab at top too (Will take you to 
photos & stories also) Add photo/story 
Family Tree - tab at top, center - repository 
Search - tab at top, center 
Indexing - Volunteer to index digitized 
records 
Get Started - Has a large division of Help 
Center, Product Support, Research 
Assistance, Getting Started, Learning 
Center, and the Research Wiki again.  

 
 

¶ REMOTE CONTROL 
ACCESS TO YOUR 
COMPUTER 

Click on "Get Help" in the upper left hand 
corner and then in the black-border window, 
the little computer icon with an arrow on it: 

 
 

 
Using a new product is not always the 
easiest thing to do, but if you feel this 
article is of value, I would suggest that you 
copy the first 6 pages and keep it handy. 
The only problem is that Family Search is a 
work in progress, and it will continue to 
have updates.  By Sylvia Sonneborn 
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A PROMISE TO OUR 
CHILDREN FROM AN 
APOSTLE OF THE LORD  

BY ELDER DAVID  A. BEDNAR  

OF THE QUORUM OF THE  TWELVE APOSTLES  

 òThe Hearts of the Children Shall Turn,ó Ensign,  

Nov. 2011, 24 ð27.  

 

As you respond in faith to this invitation 

[to do family history], your hearts shall 

turn  to the fathers. The promises made to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will be 

implanted in your hearts. Your patriarchal 

blessing, with its declaration of lineage, 

will link you to these fathers and be more 

meaningful to you. Your love and gratitude  

for your ancestors will increase. Your 

testimony of and conversion to the Savior 

will become deep and abiding. And I 

promise you will be protected against the 

intensifying influence of the adversary. As 

you participate i n and love this holy work, 

you will be safeguarded in your youth and 

throughout your lives.  
 
WHAT ABOUT OUR YOUTH WHO HAVE 
PIONEER ANCESTORS AND WHOSE 
FAMILIES HAVE CULTIVATED THEIR 
FAMILY TREE? 
Last week I had a mother who comes from 
pioneer stock as well as her husband ask me 

how she can help to provide this protection for 
her children when the couple's family lines 
have been worked to the bone. I took a look at 
their pedigrees on Family Tree and concluded 
that they would have to really "go out on a 
limb" and really hunt to find a candidate for 
temple work. They have many active 
genealogists in their families, and the lines are 
done. 
 
THE LORD IS AWARE THAT THERE ARE YOUTH 
WHO DO NOT HAVE A LOT OF OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE FOR TEMPLE WORK FOR THEIR OWN 
FAMILIES BECAUSE OF ZEALOUS GENEALOGISTS 
IN THEIR FAMILIES. 

 
What I did was to sit down and make a list of 
some possibilities for her children. We are also 
admonished to get to know these ancestors, 
and what better way than to post photos and 
write stories. Most of these activities qualify for 
family history. Following that is a list for 
younger children by Barry Ewell. These two 
articles should give parents some ideas for 
FHE activities or for other family history 
experiences.  
 

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED IN FAMILY 
HISTORY 
 
 
1. INTERVIEW  OLDER FAMILY MEMBERS 

WITH A TAPE RECORDER OR VIDEO 

CAMERA AND TYPE UP THEIR RESPONSES.  

 

2. PREPARE A JOURNAL  OF YOUR OWN FOR 

POSTERITY. OR TYPE AN ANCESTOR'S 

JOURNAL AND PUT IT ONLINE. 

 

3. CREATE A FAMILY HISTORY BOOK . 

SCAN PHOTOS AND ADD THEM TO A 

FAMILY HISTORY PROGRAM, LIKE ROOTS 

MAGIC. PUT TOGETHER FAMILY GROUP 

SHEETS USING THE REPORT FEATURE ON 

THE PROGRAM AND PRINT THEM TO 

PREPARE A BINDER WITH YOUR FAMILY'S 

GENEALOGY. USE PLASTIC POCKETS TO 

HOLD THE SHEETS IN THE BINDER.USE THE 

BOOK FEATURE TO PUBLISH THE BOOK 

AND THEN HAVE IT PRINTED AT A SITE 

LIKE LULU http://www.lulu.com/us/en. 

http://www.lds.org/church/leader/david-a-bednar?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/church/leader/david-a-bednar?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/church/leader/david-a-bednar?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/church/leader/david-a-bednar?lang=eng
http://lds.org/topic/gratitude/
http://www.lulu.com/us/en
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4. VOLUNTEER TO INDEX  THE DIGITIZED 

FAMILY HISTORY RECORDS. GO TO 

FAMILYSEARCH.ORG AND CLICK ON THE 

INDEXING TAB TO START. 

 

5. DO BAPTISMS FOR THE DEAD  FOR YOUR 

OWN FAMILY  (IF POSSIBLE) OR FOR 

SOMEONE'S ELSE'S FAMILY IN THE TEMPLE. 

 

6. LEARN HOW TO USE FAMILY SEARCH  

"SEARCH" AND "FAMILY TREE" TO ADD 

MORE FAMILY HISTORY TO YOUR 

FAMILY'S RECORDS, OR TO PREPARE 

NAMES FOR THE TEMPLE. 

FAMILYSEARCH.ORG. 

 

6. SCAN PHOTOS AND WRITE BIOGRAPHIES 

(STORIES) CONCERNING YOUR ANCESTORS.  

ADD PHOTOS AND STORIES TO FAMILY 

TREE; TYPE OBITUARIES AND POST THEM 

WITH THE PERSON'S FILE. OR HELP AN 

OLDER PERSON WHO IS NOT COMPUTER 

LITERATE TO ADD PHOTOS AND STORIES 

TO HIS OR HER FAMILY TREE. USE THE 

OBITUARY AS THE BASIS FOR WRITING A 

STORY IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO POST THE 

OBIT. 

 

7. PREPARE FAMIY HISTORY BINDERS  FOR 

YOUR SIBLINGS FOR A BIRTHDAY OR 

CHRISTMAS GIFT, OR USE THE FAN CHART  

TO HAVE CHARTS MADE FOR EACH 

FAMILY MEMBER AND FRAME THEM. 

 

8. HELP AN OLDER PERSON TYPE HIS/HER 

FAMILY HISTORY INTO FAMILY TREE. 

 

9. START A FAMILY HISTORY BLOG  FOR 

YOUR FAMILY. See my blogs at  

barefoot-family.blogspot.com. 

 

10. WORK IN THE FAMILY HISTORY CENTER 

AS A CONSULTANT  AFTER YOU LEARN 

HOW TO USE FAMILY TREE, OR HELP NEW 

MEMBERS TO GET STARTED WITH FAMILY 

HISTORY. 

 

11. WRITE A FAMILY HISTORY BOOK  

USING THE REPORTS FEATURE OF ROOTS 

MAGIC OR OTHER GENEALOGY PROGRAM. 

12. CREATE A TIMELINE  FOR AN 

ANCESTOR TO GET TO KNOW HIM/HER 

BETTER. ADD HISTORICAL EVENTS AS 

WELL AS FAMILY EVENTS. 

 

13. INDEX A CEMETERY AND SUBMIT IT 

ONLINE. DO AN EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 

FOR MALES TO CLEAN UP A CEMETERY 

AND INDEX IT. 

 
14. WITH THE HELP OF YOUR PARENTS, 
JOIN A SOCIAL MEDIA AND CONNECT 
WITH PEOPLE WHO HAVE YOUR FAMILY 
NAMES TO DISCOVER OTHER LIVING 
RELATIVES. SHARE FAMILY HISTORY. 
 
Any of the family history consultants would be 
happy to assist the youth with family history 
projects. While we usually land on the idea that 
our children must do temple work, there are 
other ways to fulfill the admonition of Elder 
Bednar to qualify for the special protection that 
he promises. Work with your youth to help then 
to grow to love their eternal families. 
Permission is granted to reproduce this 
information. 
 By Sylvia Sonneborn 
 
 
 
 

"You can fulfill your obligation to 
your kindred dead and to the Lord 
without forsaking your other 
Church callings. You can do it 
without abandoning your family 
responsibilities. You can do this 
work. You can do it without 
becoming a so-called "expert" in it." 
Boyd K. Packer, "Someone Up 
There Loves You," Ensign, Jan. 
1977, 8. 
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Sharing family history with a 3-

year-old is simple with these six 

ideas. 

Tell the story of 'me' 
Young children like to know they are an 
important part of the family. Assemble 
pictures of the family before the baby, while 
they were waiting for the baby, and when the 
baby joined the family. As you look at the 
pictures, tell your child stories of how excited 
you were to welcome him or her into your 
home. 

 

Compile a picture book 
The flip albums that come with processed 
photos are perfect for this. Make copies of 
photos of the child and family, and slip them 
in the sleeves. Let the child turn the pages as 
you talk about who is in the pictures. 

 

Keep a scrapbook 
Keep a record of a child's milestones and 
activities. It doesnôt have to be elaborate; 
even a calendar with comments can be a 
precious keepsake. 

 

Create a family quilt 
Children love special "blankies." The quilt can 
be made of fabrics from family membersô 
clothing, with meaningful appliqués or 
embroidery or with specially printed 
photographs. Share with children that the 
blanket is special because it wraps them in 
the familyôs love. 

 

Record a home movie 
Record a day in the life of a baby. Be sure to 
watch it again and again; donôt let it just sit 
and gather dust. 

 

Write in a journal 
Begin to write little things about your child 
regularly. As he or she gets older, encourage 
your child to write in the journal. 

 
Source:  Barry J. Ewell is author of "Family 
Treasures: 15 Lessons, Tips, and Tricks for 
Discovering your Family History" and founder 
of MyGenShare.com, an online educational 
website for genealogy and family history. 
 
 

Keyword Search in the Family 

History Library Catalog  
  

How do you search the Family History Library 
Catalog?  Do you use it to search for surname 
books? Maybe the place your ancestor was 
from? Those are great ways to find what you 
need, but don't forget about keyword 
searching. What could you use as a keyword? 
Think about using the name of the occupation 
your ancestor worked in or the name of their 
church. Consider the names of the 
organizations they belonged to or the military 
unit they were a member of as a possibility. 
Using a keyword will open up resources that 
you may not have found otherwise. 
  
Source: "Keyword Search in the Family 
History Library Catalog", by Gena Philibert-
Ortega, Internet Genealogy and Family 
Chronicle Newsletter, Vol 2 #13. 
 
 

http://mygenshare.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xO4LEdktjnTMavpiBEYxBuox39wHKu7C-8Ng4FEngZFLqbxYsiANu14AfzS3x1CDVLLIv0Kz-SnXKdWnJDd0MxtZGzPH4CQMkRmOGZBXmjwuH0pnOyw5iS74UicEieqC4AkMirYI_eGJGJ8sZN3V2Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xO4LEdktjnTMavpiBEYxBuox39wHKu7C-8Ng4FEngZFLqbxYsiANu14AfzS3x1CDVLLIv0Kz-SnXKdWnJDd0MxtZGzPH4CQMkRmOGZBXmjwuH0pnOyw5iS74UicEieqC4AkMirYI_eGJGJ8sZN3V2Q==
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Record Worthy of All Acceptation 
  

In the effort to create family history records 
that will be "worthy of all acceptation," 
anything published in a book is to be taken 
with one or more grains of salt.  Confirm all 
data by comparing it with the original records 
for birth, christening, marriage, death and 
burial.  
 
Source: "Family Genealogy Books with 
Fabricated Information", FHCNET Mailing 
List,  

 

Question: 

What can I say/do in 5 minutes to motivate a 
group of Priesthood leaders to get involved in 
Family History? 
 

Answer: 
Here is a link  to a short (3 1/2 min), 

inspiring video 
https://www.lds.org/topics/family-
history/family-history-brings-power-to-the 
-living?lang=eng # about how family history 
touches a not-very-interested elders quorum 
president and his family.  
 

Early Latter-Day Saints 

 
The website EarlyLDS.com lets you search most 
of the Nauvoo databases.  There are lots of 
things on this site, including an app called 
mapntour which you can put on your mobile 
device and download a number of different 
databases.  Check it out if you haven't done 
already. Submitted  by Dave Winkler, Nauvoo 
Missionary 
 

Your Genealogy Little Black Book 
 One of my frustrations was how to get 
records from other counties and states and 
share information. We developed a free 
website www.littlegenbook.com  that you can 
sign up for free and volunteer to help others 
get records in their county and state. The idea 

is others will help you and you will help 
others. I'm hoping that one representative 
from each county and state will sign up and 
volunteer to help. Your expenses are 
covered, but you volunteer your time. So 
when someone comes in and wants to get 
records from another State or county, 
hopefully you can find someone to help. A lot 
of times the local volunteers have the inside 
on what is available. The site is interactive so 
you can e-mail back and forth to get your 
questions answered. Please help us move 
family history research along. So much is on 
the internet for which I'm grateful, but there 
are other hidden treasures waiting for us. 
Please check this out, and if you are able, 
please volunteer. Thank you in advance. 
  
Source: "Connecting County to County for the 
United States", FHCNET mailing list, 
submitted by Lori Schallenberger,  
 
 
 

Help Converting from PAF to 

RootsMagic 
 
For those of you who use PAF and have 
chosen to change to RootsMagic, they have 
just announced a special guide titled, 
"RootsMagic for PAF Users: A Quick Start 
Guide."   This 16-page, full-color booklet 
guides you step-by-step in making the switch 
and answers the biggest and most common 
questions. 
 
This guide is available as a free PDF 
download that can be viewed on your 
computer or mobile device and even printed 
at home.  We encourage you to download this 
free guide and freely share it with any PAF 
users who may benefit from it. 
 
http://rootsmagic.com/Download/PAF-Book/ 
 
To make the transition as painless as 
possible, we've also set-up a special website 
at www.PAFUpgrade.com  that includes 
training videos, testimonials, and more. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xO4LEdktjnTW2GlvndmKLyygOi1esarBzRIp1UfxE4DZeYrzLzUek7Gg9_iafXikMGvkQIdRQtoOkJWdcGb6PwD8CoM7BCOFm5ZXxGusbx8BxQ1cEx-Uum_WaRRUV7QvAtebjPY3mHqB0yalSsi0NaqfFBSUMfvQA8MhcHMbqj8lUT-ghvGZrXywnLu7GmcKjByf4PIgUNHtMYgcJLUrngSHYP2yFVmn
https://www.lds.org/topics/family-history/family-history-brings-power-to-the
https://www.lds.org/topics/family-history/family-history-brings-power-to-the
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xO4LEdktjnT4opa3FRR5VZUywHv7CuHIPoW7hLnLDnssFhO9P1aszCHMANpyGH7vM1NmJGXusuXEVPEJAUheTojcceBBxCbe68JWbQC1q5ufEsW0E1hCdg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xO4LEdktjnSZvqJwFlBU5-UKl-ivJYbfDiR6-_1X1pmLrhHv-Di4eRR92xtiPVVDFFiirJjnM2K1xeJQSj4aaSnTN6h1KdKgy0puzerfsw_wAKIV9hWyZLCcGC1CyDT-
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KRUs8o5MZtO6raRDgDrdlUmEWXnuNns4FPjt1CGurcXesxVO0CeCZzs-EXuLAe7GQVC6xcOy3zbKEFUOzwPF78XYWew6wHlOJERKqI2SVIKZgp25wD4FhbrQtD0PGuA-1BGcOHYGozypgxSmRjqNGg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KRUs8o5MZtPcMnt87fVYfYTlS9gXH2uIO6b6xViJ-EPaDpTji6Asym7bePAgjVoTYRGPpa_f7jNchsTzoTzJ0nskhbGefg7RbNJBcC1V81_7RaG4gJB5Ww==
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Understanding Naturalization 
Records 

The records created as our ancestors 
naturalized - or the laws that prevented them 
from doing so - can give us insight into the 
often elusive experiences of immigrant 
generations. Here you'll learn more about 
who could naturalize and how; what the 
paperwork contains and where to find it; and 
how one man's naturalization papers are key 
to confirming his identity - in both the old 
world and the new:  Naturalization Records 
Source: by Sunny McClellan 
Morton, Archives.com Blog, June 14, 2013; 
as reported in the Washington DC Family 
History Center, Generations newsletter, June 
2013 
 

Question about Family Tree: 
 
I noticed when I checked my family history 
that someone had changed the name of one 
of my ancestors and destroyed my line for 
several generations.  What is the process of 
restoring the line when someone makes an 
incorrect change? 
 

Answer: 
 

If you go to the Person page of the ancestor 
in question, there is a "Latest Changes" box 
on the right side of the page.  Click "Show all" 
at the bottom of the box.  Locate the incorrect 
change.  Click the "Reference" link.  After 
reviewing the information, you can "Undo" or 
"Restore" as needed.  For more information 
and details, check this Family Tree User 
Guide.  

The Digital Public Library 

of America 

 

"Here is a question for you: what do you get 
when you take the basic idea of Google 
Books and then wed it to the US public library 
system?  Answer: the Digital Public Library of 
America. The Digital  Public Library of America 

(DPLA) is a project to make the holdings of 

America's research libraries, archives, and 
museums available to all Americans, and 
eventually to everyone in the world, 
online and free of charge." Quoting from 
Robert Darnton's article for The New York 
Review for Books. 
Source:  Dick Eastman, Eastman's Online 
Genealogical Newsletter  
 

Northern New York Historical 

Newspapers 

Created and maintained by the Northern New 
York Library Network, the online collection 
contains historical newspapers from counties 
that include Clinton, Essex, Oswego, and St. 
Lawrence.    
Check it out here: http://news.nnyln.net/  

 

Demise of PAF 
FamilySearch recently announced that as of 
July 15, 2013, PAF will no longer offer 
downloads or support.  They recommend that 
you choose one of the free, third-party 
products that have been certified to work with 
FamilySearch and the Family Tree - Ancestral 
Quest, Legacy Family Tree or RootsMagic. 
 Check here for details . 
 
I read the following on the FHCNET mailing 
list and thought it was an interesting analogy. 
 
1st writer:  The problem with PAF 5 is that it is 
outdated, will not be upgraded, and may not 
work properly on today's computers. To 
borrow the old car analogy, if it runs on 
kerosene and they only sell gasoline at the 
service station, what are you going to do? 
The last update of PAF was in 2005. 
Technology has come a long way since then. 
 
2nd writer:  But, until the gas station quits 
selling kerosene, I can STILL drive that ol' car 
to the grocery or the library. No good reason 
to discard it just because (a) I have a 
2nd flashier car that uses gasoline or (b) the 
manufacturer went out of the car business.  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KRUs8o5MZtM5bOE6E5v6YhZ1ckSxNs5WFdRaQjtdXnK3nUOPjkGBcbo9jpvp0t2aOPwZsU0uj4U15CyhIpn9CnSvlO9_9fS9exsQDmJhM2EksEVUOJImzrorPrZcm9OTqYOOV5gwY9csALG9RbzXcyHgE7aG37OMvz34hTfbvg1kyrlMvwnl0hZUNmn6xQkzXpTRMO9C_SYq36UhPndPprOmJ2XC6zGr
http://archives.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KRUs8o5MZtN-DaH5ruTZBEH9zs1z7LYojT8l-t215wTpOFivXYR4R2OiuUzfa_tobqvOlfmkkR5r5A4klgiW3zDJ99OaU_G2_hxHy5PV1Ao=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KRUs8o5MZtN-DaH5ruTZBEH9zs1z7LYojT8l-t215wTpOFivXYR4R2OiuUzfa_tobqvOlfmkkR5r5A4klgiW3zDJ99OaU_G2_hxHy5PV1Ao=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KRUs8o5MZtM-NlCkbMD3GwrWbcflrWVQRqEdK_ZwwvLeQXfeJuyr8dGxEG23VyL0BHe5jxewZj6mdUTLw9ien5pzIhS8O9bz72LcvWJ5CvH87Y8iwi58nlmVQ9_1SveBLbGTb_ItiUR3Ze8UU8IkHlUjjDTAuona88yMg-CB0SQs0hRqGWc4zEyqSaMhmk6MzgTwikIcEnrjrA0Z14HMqk1rcf4JNNV0E9oMAfvj0OnKmn7hdkIAQlnmjDwrl6rNYOcb8TRtq9I=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KRUs8o5MZtM-NlCkbMD3GwrWbcflrWVQRqEdK_ZwwvLeQXfeJuyr8dGxEG23VyL0BHe5jxewZj6mdUTLw9ien5pzIhS8O9bz72LcvWJ5CvH87Y8iwi58nlmVQ9_1SveBLbGTb_ItiUR3Ze8UU8IkHlUjjDTAuona88yMg-CB0SQs0hRqGWc4zEyqSaMhmk6MzgTwikIcEnrjrA0Z14HMqk1rcf4JNNV0E9oMAfvj0OnKmn7hdkIAQlnmjDwrl6rNYOcb8TRtq9I=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KRUs8o5MZtOWlUF3QnBhv3M_zG8Xtrk97zs17E1AbQwp7EErcYzxTYQQHQy41Qax959_7onwVem8iI5c7KkjeQ7sY0H5-6poQtQvX0tOvc_vdvHITKCW-Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KRUs8o5MZtM0qkA5xH3X3BuE1_4UqFrNqtCMBI4HNGbJMg606hn6XfEA1wTLpvTfa50St5FIQo7tk8Xb8D83vSlJUu6thmzRqXquNvWqyl63tSw_UfPf-SkzJ3cSJuJj
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1st writer:  That's the point.  The gas station 
doesn't sell kerosene anymore. 
 

Find Yourself on Google 
    

Take a minute when you can and try finding 
yourself on Google; you'd be surprised what 
you can find about yourself. I found my high 
school graduating class. I was hoping maybe 
I'm famous somewhere but guess not. It's 
also fun typing in relatives; for example, I 
typed in my grandpa and found his father's 
photo and tombstone. Try it; you'll find it 
entertaining! :)   
Source: Logan FamilySearch Library Blog, 
posted by Colby, Feb 28, 2013 

 

Indexes to Virginia Court Records 

If you have ancestors from Virginia, you might 
want to take a look at this page regarding 
Chancery records from Virginia--currently 
220,000 cases are indexed  
http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/ch
ancery/ 
Source: "Indexes to Virginia Court Records", 
Genealogy Search Tip of the Day, Michael 
John Neill,  
 
 

Question: 
I have a lot of family photos that I am 
scanning.  What is the best way to share 
them with family?  How many will fit on a flash 
drive?  Or would a web site be better?  If so, 
is there a web site that will let me store a lot 
of photos without it costing lots of money? 
 

Answer: 
Photobucket , Google + Photos (or Picasa Web 
Albums) and Flickr are websites I have used 
to store photos.  You can use one or all. 
 Each has free space.  My favorite way to 
store and share photos is Dropbox .  When you 
scan a photo, simply save it to the dropbox 
folder on your computer and they are 
automatically synced online and available for 

you to share with others with a click of the 
mouse, either a single photo or a whole 
folder.  If you'd like to try dropbox, click here . 
 You'll be asked to download a small program 
which adds a folder to your computer.  Then, 
whatever you save to that folder is saved on 
your computer as well as a private, secure 
site online and is always kept in sync.  Use it 
for any type of tile, as well as photos. 
 

 

NEW at BillionGraves:  

FamilySearch Tree Connect! 
 

Now you can connect all those images you 
upload on the BillionGraves website straight 
to FamilySearch with just the click of a button! 
 Simply go to the "Tools" tab on the 
BillionGraves site, and click "FamilySearch" 
from the dropdown menu, and you can start 
connecting your family members' records 
(and any other records for that matter) to their 
FamilySearch records. You can also attach 
any record by clicking on "Link to Family 
Search" on any records page.  To see how it 
works, watch their introduction video   
 

 

Read more about it on the Billiongraves Blog. 

 
 

Findagrave.com is another site that has 
tributes, memorials, tombstone photos, 
biographies, obituaries, and vital statistics on 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEhoEZdYxOt4vmiKjQHxbj0tI0JJY2RZL_UutVdYMxAgL1I849V_Lx56Y_LUCdLlBtF2oW4l42lJCrmIspCr91OH4OEfAXocBU55JgHZmTAAkg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEgoY9EhCtIWbe-KBpsu7zfY4m_hQogOKdjsHCrKD_nVfv51t8HGld8-x6Jh_9hhLjUL-dbsFlHQC4hf3Mns1mPbZfcH0Ojg4ij2NWjYPyuVwsbdvouhSnrAvjI-EsF5AUikI2exVO3-HeKvs-vnDqOo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEgoY9EhCtIWbe-KBpsu7zfY4m_hQogOKdjsHCrKD_nVfv51t8HGld8-x6Jh_9hhLjUL-dbsFlHQC4hf3Mns1mPbZfcH0Ojg4ij2NWjYPyuVwsbdvouhSnrAvjI-EsF5AUikI2exVO3-HeKvs-vnDqOo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEjYxEgulSG4G1DwjX1c2i2PRIS_o7d52UHFd7fuJacMCD1MlaHzxKjh3sM5FcX-e9jTAx1E48ij4DoAIVDmYH_F4qKxTrkqIteddcDjx7jsL3TnuJ7roGEV-J6WBeUlm0pu8SGkbpOQ4j70N4Dyol7GL3PB8mHazxDj_-DrClNB1l2nwAUgb1hsvvvKXg_bZ_I=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEjk117S1QCw1q_1cHv6eIQRBdDzEmPdQP1-6srR-IGpPESYp4JTpchxQ-8VTvNuChahV5W5nU2dDFPactA5pP-ZqTj-ioLVa_GCm5lPFPDGyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEg9THKaqXoVAASuWw-unSLVAKcB7TG_Ik9_QLnt3hSGECZ3QO4xCYr6cDzNyvf2c5tX8xYGYLcLqc_JGq61A_l557KNVzwFS00feWdh7aEbyV9EswAOWAPm
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEh-CemWlEy3vPQABUZRJx3uhcK_ZMymLO2jI4Ralu5rXcAo02-_BYomtVB-epp9FejIeqIcn6bqqKijP_4e8llkuqrbbfAm4dmeZKnBXoKRORhxmgE2ld06
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEjVSyrhIV6oQNrfVIS9JKZUeVO6V6bUtIQqBsYr_68elzr4JM0cb6-ju6thdXsbOanzdO-KxRnXwELHOy1l6a1smAJTn_luMHrZ2DXyCb1rbQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEhg67EQSWtJGHcoLeTUdyNHg6aQ6wCKTVXfap_jCwfBrA-pLqXXKOXg6L1Khrx5fSgqCybgOuIOea4sGIwxYxINm9HUpaLDCPk-coTczS0UFg==
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many deceased individuals. Don't forget to 
check it out also.  Sylvia 

Genealogy: Focusing on 
One Ancestor at a Time Keeps 

the Work Simpler 
 

When doing family history work, it's important to focus 
on one ancestor, one question and one record at a 
time. I refer to this as the "Power of One." Conducting 
genealogy research means finding answers to 
questions. When I first started researching my 
ancestral lines, I found myself overwhelmed with 
questions I wanted to answer for each ancestor, such 
as the following: 

¶ What was his name? 

¶ When and where was he born? 

¶ When and where did he marry? 

¶ Whom did he marry? 

¶ How many children did he have? 

¶ What were the names of the children? 

¶ Where did he live? 

¶ What type of work did he do? 

¶ To what religion did he belong? 

¶ Was he in the military? 

¶ Did he belong to any other organizations? 

¶ What did he look like? 

¶ When and where did he die? 

¶ What was the cause of death? 

¶ Where was he buried? 
How can you simplify when overwhelmed by all these 
questions? Here's where the Power of One is so 
helpful. Start by realizing that genealogy research is a 
project, and a genealogy project is completed one 
individual, one question and one task at time." 
Read the rest of the article for the outlined steps he 

took as he worked on his first family history 
research project. 
Source: - "Genealogy: Focusing on One Ancestor at a 

Time Keeps the Work Simpler", by Barry Ewell, For the 

Deseret News, 4/13/2013 
 

When will The Records Be 

Available Online? 

                                                                          
In August 2012 the Pennsylvania State 
Archives signed a contract with Ancestry.com 
to have the original state birth and death 
certificates that are now open records 
scanned and data extracted. Scanning the 
original certificates will provide the best 
possible images. The contract gives exclusive 
online access to Ancestry for three years, 
after which the database will be moved to the 

Pennsylvania State Archives website where it 
will be free to all. Unfortunately access to the 
records while they are on Ancestry will require 
having a subscription to Ancestry. However, 
the contract does require that Pennsylvania 
residents have free access to this particular 
database. How that will be accomplished has 
not been worked out, and they are open to 
suggestions as to how all Pennsylvania 
residents and only Pennsylvania residents 
could have access. Also, many libraries and 
research centers everywhere provide free 
access to Ancestry. 

The processing started on August 27, 2012, 
when the first batch of records have been 
transported  to Ancestry's relatively close 
facilities in Silver Spring, MD. They have 
started with the earliest records (1906), and 
after each year is complete, the following year 
will then be processed. While the records are 
being processed, they will not be available at 
the State Archives. Ancestry is expected to 
make the records available online as they are 
processed and data extracted. All the records 
are expected to be done within 18 months 
(around February 2014). According to the 
state archivist, the first patch of records are 
expected to be available online in "late 
summer."      

 The data extraction is expected to include the 
dates of birth and death, parents' names, 
including the mother's maiden name and 
hopefully the place of birth. Using a search 
engine, it will be possible to search for a 
person using any one factor or combination of 
factors as well as for names that are spelled 
or phonetically similar. This will be especially 
important to people who have surnames that 
are often misspelled or spelled several ways.  

While we would have very much preferred 
that the records be made available online for 
free to all immediately rather than after three 
years, it is still much better than what we have 
been dealing with for over 100 years. 
Ancestry was apparently able to make the 
best deal for the Archives, and the records will 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEhYv_qzZb4PdCxY-uETltJYDNLh2V-PFPLUMBMQ_5sjwneSZmWK6sNzeeu_GNqXqw4sQ8vXitoCQMcBHCNU5EIL58A0pePmZI9O2gDJ8uLd7ZuMv-M_XT_ZUdLa67ZqUL3QLd_GYtfyKCp_rK1qQYIczbzC65xfHQk3uphbQFUrbbGCNIB8XtJ88ttny6KJgUB3nx4tI2n6AgPUSMH9t9dnMvlKgxAXUbRxUPWUQSFigQkfCHLTwVIfDaDzzIEPlUY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEhYv_qzZb4PdCxY-uETltJYDNLh2V-PFPLUMBMQ_5sjwneSZmWK6sNzeeu_GNqXqw4sQ8vXitoCQMcBHCNU5EIL58A0pePmZI9O2gDJ8uLd7ZuMv-M_XT_ZUdLa67ZqUL3QLd_GYtfyKCp_rK1qQYIczbzC65xfHQk3uphbQFUrbbGCNIB8XtJ88ttny6KJgUB3nx4tI2n6AgPUSMH9t9dnMvlKgxAXUbRxUPWUQSFigQkfCHLTwVIfDaDzzIEPlUY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001c46eWu1ndEhYv_qzZb4PdCxY-uETltJYDNLh2V-PFPLUMBMQ_5sjwneSZmWK6sNzeeu_GNqXqw4sQ8vXitoCQMcBHCNU5EIL58A0pePmZI9O2gDJ8uLd7ZuMv-M_XT_ZUdLa67ZqUL3QLd_GYtfyKCp_rK1qQYIczbzC65xfHQk3uphbQFUrbbGCNIB8XtJ88ttny6KJgUB3nx4tI2n6AgPUSMH9t9dnMvlKgxAXUbRxUPWUQSFigQkfCHLTwVIfDaDzzIEPlUY=
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eventually be available online to all at no cost 
to the taxpayer.  

 

Share Indexing Batch 
 Every batch you index could be different, and 
you may run into a specific question that you 
need to share with someone else.  If you are 
ever in this situation, you can share that batch 
with a friend, another indexer or arbitrator, 
someone from support, a local leader, or even 
on Facebook. The Share Batch feature can 
help you receive answers to batch-specific 
questions. By sharing the batch, you can 
collaborate with others to receive a better 
understanding of the problem and a solution. 
 Click here for  details . Source: "Share a Batch for 
Indexing Help", by Courtney Connolly, Family 
Search Blog,  

 

Time-Saving Tips for Busy 

Genealogists 
  

The Time-saving Tips for Genealogists chat 
at last month's Family Tree University Virtual 
Genealogy Conference was especially 
interesting to me, considering my recently 
expanded family. 
 
Of course I didn't have the half-hour to attend 
the chat, but Virtual Conference participants 

get transcripts of all the chats, so I'm still able 
to benefit from other researchers' wisdom and 
share some time-saving tips with you: 
 
Everyone agreed that organization, staying 
on-task and information overload are time 
drains when it comes to genealogy research. 
Social media also distracts us, and catching 
up after being away from research steals 
time, too.   
Organization was a theme. Be organized from 
the start-using a research log to keep track of 
your to-do list for each family line and place 
you're searching really helps. At least one 
participant uses Evernote to keep her 
research log. Trello also was recommended 
(especially for those who think visually).   
 
Keep track of negative search results, too 
(i.e., you didn't find the record you were 
looking for) so you don't repeat the same 
search. Track your online searches of 
growing databases, so you can go back to 
look for new results.   
Schedule your genealogical research time on 
your calendar, just like any other appointment 
you have.   
 
When visiting a repository, plan ahead, use 
online tools (such as a library catalog and 
visitor information) to prepare, and call to 
verify hours, what you can bring in, etc. This 
gives you more research time.   
 
To-do list apps chatters use 
include Remember The Milk, Any.do and 
Wunderlist.   
 
Sometimes getting away from home to 
research is better, because you face fewer 
distractions.   
 
Set a research goal for the week (or a period 
of time that works for you). 
Source: "Time-Saving Tips for Busy Genealogists", 
 FamilyTree Magazine, Genealogy Insider 
Blog, Posted by Diane, Wednesday, March 
06, 2013. 

 
 


